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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


LE DUAN SPEECH 710 MINORITY REPRESENTATIVES IN TAY BAC 


Hanoi RA SUC XAY DUNG TAY BAC GIAU MANH in Vietnamese 1978, pp 7-39 


[2 March 1972 speech by Le Duan, first secretary of the VWP Central Comittee, 
during his visit to Tay Bac and talk with cadres and representatives of the 

Tay Bac ethnic minorities--published in monograph form under the title RA 

SUC XAY DUNG TAY BAC GIAU MANH / Energetically Build a Strong and Prosperous 
Tay Bac_/ by Su That Publishing House, printing completed 29 Feb 78; 
introductory note by the publishing house is dated Oct 1976. / 


Lf Text_/ Dear comrades, 


I have come to Tay Bac this time to gain an understanding of a number of 

' situations, especially the economic situation, because the Central Committee 
is very concerned with socio-economic matters in the mountains, matters of 
major importance to the mountain region itself as well as the entire country. 


This is also an opportunity for me to visit with the entire party organization 
and the people of the ethnic minorities i1 Tay Bac, a place which holds a 

very deep memory for me. More than 40 years ago, I was arrested by the French 
imperialists and sent to Son La Prison ami detained there for 9 months. Many 
members of the Political Bureau and the Party Central Committee, such as 
Truong Chinh, were also imprisoned at Son La, and some of them died there. 
Nearly one-half century has passed, but my memory still holds the vision of 
the countless comrades who struggled in a loyal and unyielding manner within 
the imperialist prison as well as the vision of the people of the ethnic 
minorities in Son la protecting and helping revolutionary fighters. [he 
destiny of the nation, of the country and the glorious revolutionary undertaking 
of the party bound us together; whether we came from the lowlands or the 
mountains, we were sons of the same country, we shared hardships, we lived and 
died together. Today, as a result of having the party to lead w., a party 
that adheres to Marxism-Leninism, this lovalty and devotion have been displayed 
more clearly, displayed in a more beautifil manner. On this occasion, on 
behalf of the Party Central Committee, I «xtend warm greetings to all the 

















people of the ethnic minorities within the region, to all soldiers and 
cadres of the various sectors, to all members of the party organizétion. 


Over the past several decades, the situation in Tay Bac has changed completely. 
Together with the common progress made by the entire country, the comrades 
and compatriots here have also made much progress, thereby making outstanding 
contributions to the common undertaking of the entire country. With the 
heroic blood of Dien Bien coursing through their veins, children of Tay Bac 
have spread throughout the fatherland, taking with them the great thinking 
“there is nothing more precious than ir-dependence and freedom!", determined 
to devote the full measure of their spirit and energy to serving the cause 

of national liberation. The compatriots and party organization of Tay Bac 
have made every effort to build the economy, tried to maintain the standard 
of living of the people amd taken positive steps to develop the culture and 
the educational system, thereby putting a new face on Tay Bac and opening 

an extremely bright prospect. The Party Central Committee praises you. 


However, can we be satisfied with what we have achieved? As revolutionaries, 
as communists, we must look ahead; we cannot grope our way forward with one 
eye on the past. In view of the tremendous requirements of the revolution 
throughout the country, the pressing demands of the life of the people and 

the tremendous capabilities of Tay Bac, we surely cannot be satisfied with 

the present situation. Frankly speaking, I, for one, am not satisfied. We 
are leaders, persons responsible to the people, to the nation; if we only 
point out our strongpoints and achievements but are not willing to listen to 
talk about shurtcomings and mistakes, we will find ourselves following a 
conservative, sluggish course. We could make more rapid progress if we could 
think better and work better. The production movement here is neither strong 
nor uniform and has developed slowly. Do you agree with my assessment? We 
must speak the truth, must speak frankly, even sternly, with one another 
without fear of offending someone because we communists have but one objective, 
struggling for the independence of the fatherland, the happiness of the people. 


Now, I would like to talk about several matters relating to the overall 
Situation and tasks and several matters relating to Tay Bac. 


To begin with, let me talk about the war of resistance against the United 
States for national salvation. 


The fight between ourselves and the United States is a very arduous and savage 
fight. In this life or death struggle, we have won great victory and the 
United States has suffered a heavy defeat. We have shocked the entire world 
and won the admiration of the entire world because we, a small country, have 
carried out such a great undertaking. Nixon himself has admitted that the 
United States has never been in such a long and difficult war. Our friends 
also realize this. Following World War II, the U.S. imperialists, the 
international gendarme, sought to become the ruler of the planet, wanted to 








control the destiny of the world; now, however, they have met deleci, 

have been umable to win victory over a small country such as ours. Ais 1s 
very significant. At firsi, some persons questioned whether or not we coulc 
successfully fight the United States, the ringleader of imperiaiisa. ic 

were able to fight the French but, they thought, it would be very diificult 
to fight the United States. Our friends were also concerned about us. However, 
we said: we must fight, we have no other choice. Im the South, if ihe 
revolutionary movement was started 1 year later, it would have sufferea heavy 
losses and even been completely thwarted; if this situation occurred, the 
United States and Diem would have crossed the i7th Parallel anc attackea “fe 
North under the slogan “march northward, fill in the Ben Hai River.” However, 
they did not succeed in carrying out this schene. 


The United States has its own global strategy; at first, it was ine sire egy 
of “massive retaliation” based on its exclusive possession of te atomic 
bomb; whoever attacked it would be anninilated. It arrogantly am agyeressively 
threatened the world. When our camp became strong and the USSR developed 

the atomic bomb, the United States was forced to change its stratesy to the 
strategy of “flexible response.” Under this strategy, the Unitec States could 
wage a “limited war” or small “partial war” in which no more than a few 

U.S. divisions participated (the Taylor plan). However, unsuspectingly, when 
the United States became engaged in the war in Vietnam, two expeditionary 
divisions were unable to accomplish anything and the Uniteda States had to 
deploy 9 or 10 divisions with all kinds of modern weapons (except atomic 
weapons) but was still unable to reverse the situation, still encountered 
total defeat. After escalating the war, the Unites States was iorced to 
Ge-escalate the war and carry out a phased withdrawal of troops. With the 
bankruptcy of the “flexible response” strate;y, the United States has now 
adopted a new strategy, the "Nixon theory,” one which will surely also 

meet with defeat. Thus, because our camp grew in strength and deveioped 
atomic weapons, the “massive retaliation” strategy of the United States was 
bankrupted; the second global strategy of the United States, the “flexible 
recponse” strategy with the three different types of war, was defeated in 
Vietnam. This is very significant. Of course, one of the important reasons 
underlying this achievemert by our nation has been the tremendous sympathy 
and assistance of our camp and our friends throughout the world. 


che country of Vietnam has gone down in history as an immorta. epic. fhe 
victory of Vietnam has helped to change the balance of power between the 
forces of revolution and counter-revolutionary forces throughout the world. 
This obvious fact has been recognized by many persons. Our friends comider 
our victory to be a victory of their own. Many parties not in political 
power view our victories the same way. At a time when many complex developments 
are occurring in the world, the victory of Vietnam has brought confidence 

and joy because Vietnam is a socialist country led by a communist party, the 
victory of Vietnam is the victory of socialism, the victory of Vietnam is the 
victory of our camp, the victory of the international worker movement and the 
national liberation movement. 











Many persons have praisec Vietnam as being the conscience, tie bright example 
of our times. fhe <tature of Vietnam is imposing and great, is truly deserving 
of pride!(this pride is legitimate, it is not a matter of self-aggrandizement). 
This is not a general observation, it is fully based in reality; nor is it 

a coincidence, rather, it is an historic inevitability. 


At present, there are several fundamental antagonisms in the world; the 
antagonism between socialism and capitalism, the antagonism between national 
independence and imperialism, the antagonism between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie and the antagonism between one imperialist and another. Although 
the antagonism between one imperialist power and another is marked by tension, 
they dare not go to war against one another as they once dic. This is a new 
factor; if the imperialists fought one another, they would be annihilated and 
lose everything because, now, the socialist camp is strong and the various 
revolutionary movements are strong. Therefore, although their relations are 
truly strained, they must negotiate with one another and find ways to settle 
their differences. As a result, the two most important antagonisamas have 
become the antagonism between socialism and capitalism (which includes the 
antagonism between the two camps and the antagonism between the working class 
and the bourgeoisie) and the antagonism between national independence and 
colonialist imperialism. These are the two most intense antagonisas. Both 
are vividly manifested in Vietnam. In Vietnam, there is not only the 
antagonism between national independence and imperialism, but also the 
antagonism between socialism and capitalism. Im waging the war of aggression 
against Vietnam, the United States attacked the two major revolutionary 
currents of our times; the national liberation movement and the socialist 
revolution. In fighting Vietnam, the United States has not only been fighting 
the national independence of the Vietnamese, but also fighting socialism and 
trying to impede the development of socialism while threatening and surrounding 
the socialist camp. The fight between ourvelves and the United States has 
been occurring under a very complex set of circumstances. However, why have 
we been able to win victory over the United States? It is because our party 
has adopted a correct line and correct revolutionary methods, because our 
army and people are rich in patriotism and love socialism and have been 
tempered and grown in the course of the long revolutionary struggle, especially 
during the 9 years of the war of resistance against the French. Few countries 
of the world have cadres who have been continuously forged in more than 20 
years of war, as has been the case in Vietnam. We do need weapors, good 
weapons, to be able to fight the enemy. However, we must also have persons 
who can fight well, cadres who are highly experienced in order to advance 

the revolution to success. Vietnam has won victory also because of the 
extremely large assistance of the Soviet Union, China and the socialist 
countries and people of the world. 





Vietnam is the first successful uprising in the colonial countrie;. The acst 
unique and distinctive creation of the Vietnamese revolution is its revolutionary 
method. ‘n a revolution, when establishing the correct objective, it is 


necessary to adopt a correct method in order to win victory over the enemy. 














The revolution sust take the offensive, the strategic thinking of the 
revolution is offensive thinking. However, of importance is the neei to 
ki>w how to take the offensive. Which forces must be employed? Which forus 
of organization should be used? These are questions which the revolution in 
the South has correctly answered. When the United States was conducting the 
“special war” the Diem regime had 400,000 to 500,000 well ejuipped troops and 
a dense, strong network o% strategic hamlets. If we employed purely military 
means, we would not have been able to win victory even thougn ow alilitary 
forces were truly strong. Instead, we adopted the position of coordina ing 
uprisings with attacks and mobilized the masses to stage uprisings witain 
these strategic hamlets. At that time, the mission of the South sas to 
destroy two-thirds of the strategic hamlets and mobilize the masses within 
the cities to stage uprisings. It was in this situation that tne Dica 

regime collapsed. The collapse of Diem marked the bankruptcy of tne “special 
war” of the United States. However, the U.S. imperialists, unw ling to 
accept defeat, shifted to the "partial war.” They thought “a: sending 200,000 
troops to South Vietnam would be enough to immediately crush us. However, 
they made a mistake. Our Party Central Committee calmly obdservec that the 
United States carried out this massive introduction of troops from a 
Stagnated, defeated position while the forces of the revolution nhac gained 
control of the entire South and deployed their battle positions, cousequently, 
we cou.d attack U.S. forces immediately and not withdraw to tne defensive. 


In the battle of Van Tuong, the United States had 10,000 troops supported by 
aircraft and armored vehicles while we had but 1,000 troops; in this 2-day 
battle, we killed 1,000 enemy troops but lost only several dozen of our own 
troops. The United States had no idea that we could take the offensive 
immediately. When the United States sent in more troops, we opened the 
fri-Thien front and won a large victory that impressed world opinion. In 
the spring of 1968, we opened an offensive and staged an uprising to win 
victory in their stronghold, thus shaking the will of aggression of the 
United States. In the space of only 15 days, we attacked practically all of 
the major cities in the South, annihilating a significant eneay force and 
destroying more than 1,000 aircraft and many warehouses as well as weapons 
and pieces of equipment. This strategic offensive even shook the country of 
the United States. Following this resounding offensive, the United States 
was forced to de-escalate, forced to gradually withdraw U.S. troops. We won 
this victory because we had a correct line and a correct method, but we also 
had to have the strength of all the people, of the entire arny. 


Our people are very heroic; the fighting spirit of our people and army is 

very high, consequently, we have won victory over the United States. However, 

it is also necessary to have a -ertain size population in order to achieve 

the necessary strength. With a population that is too small, it is impossible 
to wage a successful fight. It is only because we have more than 4 aillion 
people that we have been able to fight the United States on this scale. This 

is a matter of comparison of forces, a scientific matter, not simply a subjective 











desire. Today, the situation is completely different than it was several 
decades ago: because the -nited States has bceen forced to withdraw its 
troops, the comparison of forces has undergone a major change. licw, the 
position and forces of the United States and its lackeys in the Jouth can 
only decline, not increase. Meanwhile, our forces are becoming stronger 
with each passing day. Ours is 4 position of dynamism, strength, victory 
and forward movement. The movement and atmosphere of struggle of the South 
are very intense. We can and must attack strongly, attack as though we are 
“splitting bamboo” and win large, major victories. Ali three of our a#ilitary 
elements must be strong, all three strategic areas must be strong, a.1 three 
offensive thrusts aust be strong. We can surely smash the “Vietnamization” 
of the war plan and the “Nixon Doctrine” of the U.S. imperizilists. 


The sympathy, support and assistance of our friends and brothers throughout 
the world are very valuable and very necessary. However, we must move forward, 
must perform our cwn work, must be the masters of our undertaking. As we 
become more self-reliant, the world will understand us better, sympathize with 
us more and help us more. We must raise our heads in a manner befitting the 
imposing stature of victors. On the other hand, with the utmost sincerity, 

we are forever grateful for the assistance provided by the fraternal countries 
and our friends throughout the world. We are never ungrateful, we fulfill 

our obligaticis and remain ever loyal. 


rhe fight against the United States for national salvation will continue to 
be a difficult and fierce fight and we must be more determined, must make 
an even greater effort. We will win victory, this is a certainty. We must 
give everyone this confidence; our cadres and party members believe this, 
but we must also insure that all people of the ethnic minorities believe it 
as well. 


A few of you are concerned that we have been fighting the imperialists for a 
wong time and wonder how much longer we will have to fight. You must realize 
how quickly we have won victory against the United States. Once, when meeting 
with foreigners, I said: we are determined to fight for as long as necessary; 
however, if we can win victory 1 hour earlier, we will try to do so because 
that 1 hour will mean many less tears by mothers, much less bloocshed and 
suffering by soldiers and compatriots. We are not only determined to fight 
and win, but also know the best way to fight and win. “There is nothing 

more precious than independence and freedom!" We will continue to endure 
hardships and suffering for some time to come, be it several years or several 
decades, until the hundreds of thousands of persons of the generations of 
tomorrow are assured of living in independence! The period of time spent 
fighting the United States is but one short step in the long aarch of our 
nation. Is there any reason why we should not think this way, why we should 
not have this determination. This is the will, the unshakeable determination 
of our party, our entire army and all our people. 








The North occupies a very important position am Sas < very neavy c~..gerios. 
On the one hand, it must fully and prospily reinforce ime iront.ines; on the 
other nand, it gust make every effort to restore and deve.cop ne Scorcuy ox 
Support the lite of the people. Regardless of the Situation, the Joris 

must become stronger. Have you studied the resolution of ime 19th Parvy 
Plenum yet? (Response: we have). Have you not‘.ced anything <es? (One person 
replied: there are gany new points, such as ‘‘e four obligations, -c« 
military obligation, the obligation to work, *; obligation to cont ouve to 
the state and the obligation to learn). Saying this is not couplete): 
correct, does mot reflect a grasp of the essence of the resolution. He 
essence of the 19th resolution is endeavoring to upgrade agriciit te roe 
Smal.-scale production to large-scale socialis: production ai  ~ivestor 
production to a primary production sector. In the Jorin, *.tnin the ccciouy, 
the principal lever at this time is focusing our efforts on Sul.cimg i 
systen of iarge-scaie socialist production. Everyone susi be “uly 4-Are oO. 
this. The failure to understand this is the same a i -¥ 35 Mo Wide Sieh ing 
whatsoever of the central Committee's 19th resolution. ca long tine, « 
have been studying gjuch but we have frequently failec tui ,4.f © correct 
umderstanding of the essence of the issue. We must now oo Tece ims, must 
Study better, must gain a correct understanding of the eSuwix? of the ‘osue, 
understand the key issue and implement it effectively. “o acoompsiss ais, 
you must think, think nignt and day. Only by thinking can you iearn, « 
cveative and provide stiguius for your work. Commuiji.cis canno. ce too lazy 
ts think nor too lazy to study and work. We must be on guard, must not 
a&.low our ainds to “relax”! 


You know that it is not easy to fignt the enemy; however, performing economic 
work is equally difficult. To perform economic work, we Susi no. omy 
unders<and and correctly apply the objective laws of the ecomomy ara nature, 
but must also clearly understand every aspect of the country’s situations. 

We must not only know the general and the basic, but gust also huve a very 
clear understanding of specifics, of minor everyday matters in oruer to 
ado. correct guidelines and correct policies. in the more tha 10 years 

of transformation and construction, surely you have gained some experience, 
especialiy experience in building the mountain economy in ethnic minority 
areas, such as Tay Bac, 4 place which, prior to liberation, was a society on 
& rudimentary feudal ievel and which now has skipped two or thrve stage. of 
history, which is truly something very special. Have you conducted a review 
of these matters? You must think, must conduct a review, must sake your 
thougnts increasingly full. in our history, we are following an unusual iaw, 
that is, we are not following the path that many other countries have followed. 
Our country must take a leap forward, that is, must advance iswediately to 
socialism without experiencing a capitalist stage of development. Such a 
leap forward, of course, involves countless difficulties. For example, here 
in Tay Bac, we must advance to large-scale socialist production from a 
natural, subsistence economy in which each household raises only enough to 
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meet its own food needs uni tnere is no market. Jhorefore, very many 
Gifficulties are faced; nosever, [ay Bac has an advantage in its Yavor, namely, 
the fact that it is not cominated by the thinking of private ownership and has 
only been slightly influenced by the practices of dishonest merchants and 
Smugglers, cuus“quently, i: is easy to teach and organize the masses to follow 
the ..ucse of earning a ilwing collectively. 


Advancing from small-scale production to large-scale socialist producti 
means turring the economy of individual households, individual villages, 
individual small units and individual localities into one economy of the 
entire nation, the entir= country. [his economy is to be reorganized alons 
tne lines of large-scale, centralized production, specialization and 
cooperation in order to produce sgany products with advanced technology and 
high productivity in order to mect the common needs of society. Advancing to 
large-scale production requites that the mgethod of working be brought up tu 
date, that we abolish the old method of working that her existed since 
antiquity, the fragmented, disorganized method of working in which each 
person only concerns himself with his own selfish interests and does not 

take the common veeds of society into consideration. Advancing to sociali:a 
mears adopting a new way of working, means advancing to large-scale production 
in which the labor of each person becomes a component of social labor, in 
which labor is dicciplined and technical, that is, carried out by means of 
modern machinery. Only in this way can we achieve high productivity and 
produce many products for society. Here, for example, you members of the 
ethnic minorities are etgaged in forestry work not simply for yourselves, 

but for the sake of th; development of the economy of the entire country, ior 
the sake of the common prosperity of the entire nation. Forestry work shold 
be performed to proviie lumber for domestic use and lumber for exportation 

SO that we can import saachinery with which to equip the various sectors of 
the national economy. “erforming forestry work in this manner reflects a 
sense of supporting socitlist industrialization and is 

participate in the technological revolution. If we do not do » we canrot 
make rapid progress. You all know that it takes 1 hour to walk 4 kilometers 
but, in the same amount of time, an aircraft can travel hundreds and even 
thousanis of kilometers. How fat! it is more than 300 kilometers from here 
to Hanoi, but an aircraft can taavel this distance in about 30 minutes, thus 
saving very much time. From this you can see how difficult it will be if 

we continues to produce and work with outmoded, backward technology; life will 
never move forward and, as 4 result, we will never know when our compatriots 
will be freed from poverty and backwardness. The entire party organization 
must fully understand this, must fully realize its responsibility to the people 
of the various ethnic minorities, to the party and state and struggle to 
gradually bring the ethnic minorities from small-scale production to large- 
scale socialist production in a manner consistent with the characteristics 

and conditions of the locality. 











Production and life go nanc in hand. When talking about the economy, we are 
also talking about the life of man because economic work is periormec in order 
to support man. The requirements of everyday life are becoming increesingly high. 
The annual birthrate is not low, some one-half million chnildre: are born each 
year in the North alone. What is the birthrate in fay Bac? (Reply: 3.6 
percent). Although the overall situation is different, the birthrate of a 
number of ethnic minorities in the mountains might be unlimited. The North, 
which once had a population of only 13 million, now has a population o- 22 
million; meanwhile, we have the same amount of cropland, even less in sone 
areas due to the construction of water conservancy projects and the exparsion 
of capital construction. Tomorrow, the population will be even -arger, as 

a resuit of which even more children will be born. Herein lies tne ,rocicai 
We must concern ourselves with these matters, must take all o. thers “alters 
into consideration. If we do not make an effort, if we do mot perlorm betver 
economic work, we will enrounter very many difficulties. ‘This s.:tec is related 
to the survival of the system, of the country. In ancient times, the peop-e« 
Said that hunger burns the innards and cold cuts the flesh. i am very itamiliar 
with hunger and poverty. My birthplace was very poor; there, ii wes very 
difficult to find 4 bowl of rice and we even craved tubers. .ocay, in our 
economic work, we must think of the suffering of the masses as 4 resu.t of 
poverty and starvation, mot merely think of ourselves. We musi sysypathize 
with the suff<ring of the masses, for it is in this sympathy tha. ihe hearts 
of people meet. I say this so that you fuliy realize your respomsivouiity and 
fully realize your recent shortcomings and weaknesses in order to adop™ a 

new prograx. i have heard that a few comrades are cot satisfied with working 
here. I am quite surprised by this. At é@ time when their compatr.ots are 
poor, are suffering deprivations, are enccuntering difficulties in their 
everyday lives, here we have communists tiinking about retreating! This is 
very strange! You must make an effort, mst always keep witnin your Swart 

a feeling of joy and enthusiasm over the fact that you are carrying out an 
extremely important undertaking in the history of our people anc our sation. 
The Central Comnittee is very clearly aware cf the difficulties you encounter 
in your work and sveryday lives. The party and state must adopt poiicies that 
enable you to perform your work better. Eowever, regardless of the situation, 
these difficulties cannot be avoided. 


How must we build the economy of Tay Bac? 


The only way to build the economy of Tay Fac is to advancs to large-scale 
socialist production and bring this econosy within the orb of the national 
economy. The resolution of the 19th Party Plenum raised the matter of 
building new economic zones in the midlands and mountains. However, how are 
these new economic zones to be understood? They cannot be understood as 
merely involving the zoning of a few spots or a few separate areas for the 
purpose of performing economic work while the majority of the other vast 

areas of the cou try are ignored. To vies them in this manner would be a 
deviation, be a mistake, be dangerous. Ir the building of new economic zones, 

















ir addition to those sites in wnich the state must invest in order to clear 

land, it is first of all necessary to attach very much importance to transforming 
and building existing old installations of the locality. In this way, the 
entire local economy will be new, including the collective economy and the 
national economy, even the private economy. If we only concern ourselves with 
building economic installations on several tens of thousands of newly cleared 
hectares and ignure nundreds of thousands, even millions of other hectares and 
allow them to be burned for cultivation year after year, the newly built 
installations will not be enough to compensate for that wiaich is being destroyed. 
This is a serious matter! To improve the entire region, you must make an 

effort; the Central Committee will nelp you conduct research in order to 
formulate a plan for each area and adopt a specific plan for gradually building 
the region in order to put a new face on the entire region within a number 

of years. 


Generally speaking, the land in lay Bac is good, there 4..e many rich 

natural resources, the people of Tay Bac are diligent, they have much 
experience in forest: y, in the planting of trees and so forth and are capable 
of turmming Tay Bac into a prosperous and strong economic zone. It is clear 
that the econonic strength of our entire country lies not only in the lowlands, 
but in the mountains as well. However, the mountain region faces major 
difficulties that it cannot resolve by itself. Therefore, we must coordinate 
all three regions: the lowlands, the midlands and the mountains. Only when 
these three regions are closely linked together and support one another's 
development can we correct the weaknesses of each region. On passing @ fe 
places in the vicinity, a number of thoughts came to mind for you to research: 
Tay Bac must attach importance to grain, must make the greatest possible effort 
to create the largest possible sources of grain, including rice, corn, cassava 
and potatoes. However, we must not, for tne sake of producing grain, destroy 
the land. burn the forests and ignore the various industrial crops of high value. 
Making an .ffort to produce grain does not mean automatically compelling each 
province and each district, even eacn cooperative, to achieve self-sufficiency 
in grain with no regara for the kind of land they have or their actual 
capabilities. 


The Moc Chau area can raise tea on a rather large amount of land and raise 
cattle, the Yen Chau area can raise bananas, pineapples and mangoes; the 

Mai Son and Hat Lot areas can raise much corn and many potatoes, some for 
human consumption, but primarily to create sources of feed for livestock. 

Red squasi., can also be raised without any difficulty and is a very good food 
for cattle and hogs; the [Thuan Uhau, Quynh Nhai and Ma River areas can raise 
mahogany trees, hillside mulberries and so forth and must plant many to support 
industry and exportation. You must conduct additional research »egarding 

the other areas. Particular attention must be given to Tre, Luog and the 
other species of bamboo. 


These are but initial suggestions. The sost efficient way to go about this is 
to conduct investigations and research and make specific calcula ions; no one 
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can make decisions in a subjective or arbitrary manner. You must work with 
the central sectors to research in detail and fully calculate every aspect of 
the matter, from economics and technology to communications, transportation, 
labor and so forth, in order to have an accurate basis upon which to m z 
decisions. However, conducting thorough, serious research does not mean 
working so slowly that this research takes years to complete. We are already 
very late and the situation does not allow us to delay any longer. ‘lay Bac 
has more than 2 million hectares of forests, more than 1 million hectares of 
which have been burned and destroyed. ise are figures that establish our 
responsibility to the people end the coui‘.y. 


lo perform the jobs mentioned above, there must be an efficient division of 
labor between the central and local levels, between the state and the people. 
What must the central level do; what is the responsibility of the local level; 
and how must the labor of each nationality be used in a manner consistent 
with its capabilities and strengths in order to develop the economy, such as 
the forestry trade, the cultivation of industrial crops and livestock 
production? The state must help you with grain and industrial goods and help 
you to plan production and reorganize labor. Only in this way is it possible 
to produce many products and benefit both the state and the people. This 
will establish the ailiance of workers and farmers, establish unity and 
equality of the nationalities in a practical way. 


You must make detailed calculations for each sector and each aspect of 
production. Grain and rice growing areas must initiate intensive cuitivation 
to achieve high and stable yields. Tay Bac has a number of centralized rice 
fields and many other small rice fields [ay Bac also has land on which 
subsidiary food crops can be raised; years ago, Tay Bac was famous for its 
corn. However, grain yields are now very low in Tay Bac and this is 
regrettable. I suggest that you carefully review this matter. [he state 

can invest additional grain in Tay Bac on a long-term basis but only the grain 
needed to open new economic zones, to carry out forestry, to plant industrial 
crops, etc. Livestock production must be carried out on a large scale and 
have the participation of both the state and the people. We must open large- 
scale, centralized livestock production areas in which the production of feed, 
the selection of breeds and the processing of products are well coordinated. 
At the same time, :ousehold livestock production must be accelerated. Jan each 
family raise one buffalo, one head of cattle? There are better conditions here 
than in the lowlands, so why has this not been accomplished? Families must be 
encouraged to raise many chickens, ducks, even bees. In Poland, some families 
raise 20 head of cattle, 200 chickens, 40 hogs and 20 beehives; Juba has more 
than & million families raising nearly 7 million head of cattle. Thus, cannot 
Son La, which has a population of 300,000, endeavor to raise 300,000 buffalo 
and head of cattle? We must do what is necessary to soon provide the people 
with adequate meat and milk to eat so that these items are not as scarce as 
they are today. 


ll 

















Much of the forests nere have been destroyed. [nis is the destruction of an 
extremely large resource o* the people. Such cestruction makes the people 

and the country poorer, not richer. However, the forestry capabilities of Tay 
Bac are still very large. It can be said that the forests are the largest 
strongpoint of Tay Bac. You must value the forests, must perform the best 
possible forestry work. The state-operated forestry sites must perform good 
work, the cooperati.es and the people must also perform good work. The people 
of the mountains are more skilled in forestry than anyone else; we must know 
how to use this capability to reorganize the forestry trade and the other 
trades. We should only send persons from the lowlands to perform forestry 
work when the labor of the mountains is being fully utilized, when the labor 
of the mountains is not enough to meet the needs of the iorestry sector. The 
forests contain many valuable forestry products which, if preserved and 
utilized well, can result in very profitable exports. Both the [re and 

Buong species of bamboo can be exported. This does not include the many wild 
beasts in the forests that can supply products to meet the everyday needs of 
the people. If we are slow to realize this, if our attitude in this work 
continues to be one of indifference, the consequences will be very serious, 

in fact, we are already beginning to see damage. I have heard some comrades 
in positions of responsibility say that the local people achieve very high 
yields in their afforestation and can plant 1 hectare of forest at the cost of 
only several hundred dong while 1 hectare of forest planted by forestry site 
workers costs several thousand dong. If this is true, this is a lesson 

very deserving of attention. In organizing their production and everyday life, 
the local people must make efforts on their own, must unite with and help 

one another without relying upon others; however, the state must do everything 
it caa to help them, even allocate grain and money to help nomads adopt 
settled living habits, stabilize production, conduct good forestry work, 

plant industrial crops and develop livestc*k production. If, as a result of 
allocating some rice, the forests are preserved and the forestry trade and 
other trades are developed well, the returns will be immeasurable. The opening 
of a new mine requires investments; the same holds true in forestry work, 

we must work with the industrial spirit, work as though we are opening a new 
mine. Our country has many forests and vast ocean waters. The forests are 
an inexhaustible source of natural resources that can be harvested for tens 
of thousands of years and still not be depleted; a mine, on the other hana, 
although equally valuable, will be exhausted at some point in the future. Our 
forefathers spoke correctly when they called them the “golden forests and silver 
seas," 





With regard to the mountain region, the impact of industry is needed in order 
for the economic situation to undergo a fundamental and rapid change. We need 
machinery, electricity, coal, cement, bricks, tiles, lime, etc. In addition 
to the support of central industry, you must give your attention to developing 
local industry. [he provinces and districts must have brick and tile works, 
must take positive steps to develop small-scale hydroelectric power plants and 
medium and small-scale machine works, must make every effort to build the 
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processing industry, the consumer gocis industry and so forth. Loca. imuciy 
must have the objective of supporting agriculture and forestry, tne miceiines 
and casks of local industry must be established on the oasis o: ‘1 prouuct_on 
guidelines of agriculture and forestry. 


‘o develop the mountiin eccnomy, we must open roads. Witrout roaas, * 
effort will be frustrated, economic and cultural intercourse will ce imyousible. 
The opening of roads in the mountains is also a matter of “liblerecion -o -he 
compatriots of the various nationalities because the Geve.opi.ent of ro.s .0t 
only creates the conditions for building the economy, but 4lso eis. es ». 
various nationalities within the different areas to become closer io «ne 
cooperate with one another. In the future, when the situa ..co persis, arny 
troops also must participate in road construction, thereby maxirz 4 posi-.iv2 
contribution to building the local econasy. 


cc 


Only on the basis of developing production can life be improved, ca tre 
people be well fed and well clothed. Beginning immediately, we :ustt 
determined to create the conditions needed to perform this worn, wo 5ir.orn 
this work without waiting for anything. We must not wait un i. *he decopie 


are starving. Under our system, no one is allowed to let the peoyice Sturve; 
cadres and party members who allow the people to become hungry commit @ crine. 
The Central Committee and the various echelons of the party anc gover wnt 
must concern themselves with this matter. The people must also concer”. then- 
selves with i*, must work with enthusiasa, must produce ina positive spirit, 
because there i: no reason for anyone to endure hunger in an economic region 
as rich as Tay Bac. In actuality, although we complain about a shortaye of 
rice, we eat far too much rice. [he other countries of *he worla do now eat 
as much starch as we do; however, they have many food producis, have much 
meat and milk, have many eggs and so forth. Moreover, we sre not *he only 
ones who eat potatoes and cassava. in many countries, potatoes are considered 
the principal grain. If we develop livestock production and have auch meat, 
many eggs and much milk, our diet will taste better and be more nutritious 
and we will consume less rice. It is habit that has led us to beiieve that it 
is nutritious to eat much ..ce, much cooked rice. In fact, this is a 
frightening habit. Where hunger is encountered, in the forest areas where 
people dig tubers to survive, very few people give any thought to ceveloping 
livestock production, improving eating habits or implementing the new 
production guidelines. We must be civilized in productive labor as well as 

in the way we eat, dress and live. I have an ardent cesire to try to make 

the standard of living of all our people the same so that people from the 
mountains as well as the lowlands, children of workers as weil as the children 
of the president of the country enjoy a life of happiness and have all their 
needs met. I am confident that we have the conditions needed to do this, and 
this is something that would conform with the psychology and tradition of the 
Vietnamese. However, to perform this work we need time, need the necessary 
material bases. Therefore, I think that we can only improve the standard of 
living of our generation by a small degree; of utmost import..nce is that 

we improve the standard of living of our children, of the generations of 
tomorrow. 
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Several days ago, I visited a number of production installations: the Moc 
Chau State Farm, «he Sao Do State Farm, the Lo Van Cia Cooperative and the 
Chieng Ly Cooperative. I had always thought that the Moc Chau State Farm was 
a rather well run state farm, one representative of our large-scale agriculture. 
However, I was somewhat disappointed when I visited it. In Yen Bai Province, 

I saw hundreds of hectares of tea and citronella being raised at one 
cooperative alone. At the Moc Chau State Farm, after 10 years of construction, 
years in which the people and the state have invested a significant amount 

of manpower and money, there are only 500 hectares of tea, a few hundred head 
of dairy cattle, a few thousand sheep and so forth. Thus, the state farn, 
which is not much larger than the cooperative, is only raising as many cattle 
as is raised by 10 private households in Poland. Why is this? It is not 
because you have not made an effort. I know that you, from leacers to workers, 
including leaders at the ministry, have been very devoted to thi; work and 
have travelled the mountain forests day and night hoping to brinz to the 
country the fruits of your labor. However, because you do not know how to 
work, do not know how to organize yourselves along the lines of large-scale 
production, the actual results achieved have not been many, have not met 

the expectations of the party, the state or yourselves. The workers here 

are enthusiastic, good workers but their leadership has not undergone a 

strong change, does not know how to work. I feel as though this is not a 
socialist state farm of the late 20th Century, but a new village of small-scale 
producers. To advance to socialism, we must engage in large-scale production. 
By operating in this manner, however, it is impossible to advance to socialism. 
Here, tea yields are very high and the tea is very good, better than Phu [no 
tea, even better than the tea of many countries in the world. There is also 
much good land here, yet why has the farm stood still at several hundred 
hectares under cultivation instead of several thousand? And, why has the 
number of cattle not been increased by much? You have been working too 
Slowly; you must now begin to work on a large scale and at a more rapid pace. 
The state farm must be a model of large-scale socialist agriculture, of the 
new style of life; the state farm must help cooperatives, must be closely 
linked to cooperatives in order to create an area of large-scale production 
that develops the production of ‘oth the state farm and the cooperative more 
rapidly. [he cooperatives in the vicinity of the state farm should also 
produce under the production guidelines oi the state farm because they have 
the same land and climatic conditions. For example, the Jhieng Ly Cooperative 
and several cooperatives near the state farm should also strongly develop 

the cultivation of tea and create one larjre tea growing area consisting of 

the state farm and the various cooperatives, an area encompassing everything 
from the cultivation of tea to the processing of tea under similar technical 
regulations. Sy working in this manner, society will have much more tea 

and both the state and the people will gain. 





We must develop a good style of working, must maintain better labor discipline. 
The farmers of many countries still must work 10 to 12 hours a day, especially 
during the busy periods of the agriculture] season. We say that we work 8 
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hours a day; however, we actually only work 5 or 5S hours anc there are stil. 
many idle hours and more than a few non-productive hours. Productive cor 

is like fighting the enemy in that we must possess a revolutiouy-oflcnsive 
will; only in this way can we fulfill the role and nature of the working class, 
the class of collective farmers. In our system, work is botn an ob_.gs ion 
and a manifestation of noble qualities and ethics; the person who is .oo lazy 
to work or does not work as well as he could cannot be cailec a4 “gooa p-rson. 
Now, labor productivity must be calculated by the hour ana minule. .¢ “ust 
know how much the worker produces in 5 minutes, in i hour, in © hours. Only 
in this way can we achieve a high standard of living and accumulate suc. 
capital. I have frequently said that each agricultural cooperative suct 
annually allocate one-third or one-fourth of its mandays ior the proauct.on 

of goods for exportation. Working to produce exports is an impor-aut (uice.ne 
in supporting socialist industrialization and improving the life o -« «cpie. 
working in a disciplined, technical and highly productive manner wu, 
constitutes a very difficult front. At present, we in the rear area St wrk 
and produce in a way in which we are worthy of the brave sacrifices “e.ng made 
by our sons on the battlefield in face to face combat with the enemy. “nose 
who have gone to the frontline to fignt the enemy have gone so “hat the 

nation and the fatherland might continue to live. Those who remain ai hone 

to produce are serving as the rear area of the frontlines, «re c.angirg ine 
face of the country, of society. It is in this significance inat we uncerstand 
productive labor not only to have the purpose of keeping us we... “eu om weil 
clothed in the immediate future, but also maintaining the incepe enc. o. the 
fatherland, maintaining the freedom of the people and insuring that tne 
Vietnamese are always worthy of being a heroic people not oniy in combe:, but 
in production as well, thereby raising Vietnam to the level of ecc:cmic anda 
scientific-technical development of the world. Therefore, we cannot work Dut 
8 hours, rather, we must work longer, must work 10 or i2 hours. 


President Ho appealeds “Let each person do the work of two"; however, we save 
not made a very large effort, have not done as President Ho asked. In the 
past, under the old system, we were poor because we were being oppressed and 
exploited; today, we have become masters but are still poor because we do not 
know how to work or do not have the time and conditions needed to perform our 
work. It is not good to be poor; we should not think that being poor means 
that we are revolutionary and that once we become prosperous, we wiil no longer 
be revolutionary. Do not think in this naive fashion. We have become masters, 
but are still poor because we are ineffective, because we have hurt ourselves 
and our children. Surely you can understand this. 


When performing economic work, we cannot forget national defense work. Th» 
national defense system not only has immediate needs, but lom,-range needs 

as well, includi-s needs that must be met once the war has emed. Viet Ba: 

and Tay Bac, vast mointainous forest regions, strategically important regions, 

must be built and cousolidated in every respect. The Central Committee long 

ago adopted the position of building the mountain region so that it is ecouomically 
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prosperous, politically stable and miiitarily strong. You must orient you~ 
efforts in this direction. You must research ways to strengthen the national 
defense system and firmly protect the security of the fatherland on the basis 
of the specific situation here, that is, on the basis of the population, 
terrain and production installations. You must also fulfill your international 
task better; unite with friends, treat them as equals and maintain good 
neighborly relations. 


During this visit, I have met with many representatives of the various 
nationalities. It makes me happy to see that the people of the various 
nationalities have united well and are exercising ownership together. As we 
know, the traditional policy of the imperialists and their liackeys is to 
divide the nationalities and use one nationality to fight another, as the 
French imperialists did in the past and the U.S. imperialists are doing today. 
However, they met with defeat because our fraternal nationalities have closely 
united and have thwarted each sinister scheme and act of sabotage of theirs. 
This represents a victory of the nationalities line and policy of the party. 


Since antiquity, the history of Vietnam has traditionally been one of unity 
among the various nationalities; this is something quite rare. Our people 
have a beautiful folk ballad which proclaims; 


As crepe covers the vanity, 

So must the people of a country love one another; 

Ors 

Two friends picking melons, 

Alinough they might be different, share the same arbor. 


In Vietnam, the various nationalities respect one another, but tiey respect 
women more; “The father’s role in birth is not as important as i. mother's 
care” and “with harmony between wife aad husband, all difficulties can be 
surmounted”; they do not believe that when “the husband speaks, the wife aust 
listen.” In the past, the feudal kings and officials were overbearing people 
who behaved oddly; however, toward the citizenry, their attitude was: “villages 
are allowed to establish their own laws provided they do not contradict the 
laws of the government” and “it is in keeping with the evolution of society 

for a son to be better than his father.” These are the beautifu] feelings of 
the Vietnamese. Today, with the party leading us, wiih Marxism-leninism, these 
virtues have developed even more beautifully, have acquired a nes anc higher 
quality. 


In carrying out a revolution, it is essential to wage a class struggle. Class 
struggle is difficult, but it is not the unly difficulty we face. VCausing 
the various nationalities, with their different customs and habits, to unite 
with and love one another and live in harmony is truly difficult. In history, 
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no class has been able to do this, it can only be done by the working class anc 
its party. In life, resolving the provlems of material life, such as ‘ood, 
clothing and so forth, is only one aspect of the issue; of greater ‘mporiance 
is the need to build a spiritual life in which persom live together i: tre 
love and unity. Jommunism is not only concerned with food ami clothirg, but 
also with molding a genuine, beautiful feeling of love among workers. ‘ne 
fraternal nationalities within the great Vietnamese famiiy will surely live 
together in unity, equality and love, live a beautiful life. Wil. this not 

be a joyous development, comrades? 


tne imperialists and their lackeys have made every effort to generaic | a*rei 
among nationalities and are pursuing a racist policy; for example, ‘in the 
United States today, in the so called “free” world, black people are not 
allowed to ride on the same bus or attend the same school as whit: people. 
they can de beaten at any time. Socialism is completely differe:.. Soc...) ‘sa 
not only abolisnes class oppression, but also abolishes every form o: 
discriaination. When first born, mankind knew nothing of hatred; it was on.) 
with the birth of private ownership and the division of society into ciacses 
that man began to hate, beygan to kill one another. Now, as *e advance ‘to 
socialism and communism, we return to this starting point but on a much higher 
level and with much higher quality. Vietnam has the very cdeautiful and valuatie 
tradition of the nationalities uniting with and loving one another. #e must 
be proud of our nation, of our country. Ali of us are citizens of the same 
country, are children of the same family. People from the lowlands 4i.. people 
from the highlands are united as one, not separate; the entire country is one, 
all the people are masters of the country together. Hanoi, fue and Saigon 
belong not to one separate nationality, but to everyone, to all of us who sre 
here as well. 





In the mountains, in order to make rapid progress, it is also necessary to 
carry out cultural and educational development because it is impossibie to 
advance to large-scale production, impossible ts become involved in scienc, 
and technology without knowledge. Cadres, party aembers and compatriots mist 
diligently study culture, must raise their quaiifications and level of 
education. We must open schools and eventually open colleges here. We aut 
make an effort to establish a written language for a number of nationalitius. 
In particular, every effort must be made to help the very small ethnic 
minorities. very nationality, even if it only consists of a few dozen 
persons, must oe preserved; to allow a nationality to disappear would be 

a sorrowiul matter. We must attach importance to the nationalities question. 
One hundred years from now, there might not be any classes but the 
nationalities will continue to exist. The Central Committee is very concerned 
with the nationalities question; consequently, it has established the 
Nationalities Department to help it perform this work well. 


Today, 1 speak to you, representatives of the various nationalities here, 
with the soul of the Vietnamese, with the sincerity and frankness of a 
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communist, with true love. It is my hope that the representatives present 
here today will transmit these sentiments to the compatriots of the various 
nationalities. 


Now, I would like to say a few words about the party. I am sp- aking about 
this matter last not because it is unimportant, but chiefly because it is 
very important, because with the party we have everything, the leadership of 
the party is the determining factor. To perform all the jobs mentioned above 
well, from resisting the United States for national salvation to building 
socialism, developing the economy, developing the culture, uniting the various 
nationalities and so forth, it is absolutely necessary to bave the party's 
leadership. 


When we talk about building the party, we must first think of the party 
chapters, of the various organizations of the party because in order for the 
party to be strong, it must first of all have strong organizations. The 
strength of the party lies primarily in each organization, each unit, not in 
each individual, because the party is a militant organization, not a club. 

To fight, the party must have an organization; nothing could be accomplished 
if each party member fought by himself. The focal point of party building 

at this time is strengthening the basic party chapters. We must help the 
party chapters to grasp the lines and policies of the party and establish 
work guidelines and tasks within each specific locality. On this basis, 

we must revamp the organization of the party chapters and improve party 
chapter activities to be consistent with their work tasks. Although the party 
chapter leads, it must respect the management role of the cooperitive management 
board. The party chapter only sets forth tasks and guidelines fur resolving 
problems. The management board, which is appointed by cooperative members, 
takes specific action regarding production and the life of the people on the 
basis of the guidelires of the party chapter. Although the party chapter 
leads, it must uphold the right of ownership of the people. A bisic standard 
“or evaluating whether 4 party chapter is good or not is whether the people 
truly exercise ownership or not. 


A strong party chapter, a good party organization naturally gust consist 
of good party members. Party members must always be thinking of the party, 
of their tremendous responsibility of serving the people. Whenever he ‘s 

not thinking about the party, about the people, the party member is no longer 
a member of the party and betrays the character of a party membe-. 

persons think only about themselves, about joining the party to gain prestige. 
At present, more than a few cadres and party members are very bureaucratic, 
are remote from the masses and have become officials. I onte asked the 
comrades in the office of the Central Committee when a cadre or office 

worker returned from an assignment, why 4oes the party chapter committee not 
reproach them for failing to report? We are the party chapter committee and 
it is we who should go to the masses to gain an umflerstanding of and inquire 
about the situation but, instead of reproaching ourselves, we reproach the 
masses! You must remember this: the party serves the masses, the masses do 
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mot serve the party. Becoming a party member does not mean nat your eve. 
or position is higher than a civilian, tisat you nave special rigits anz 
privileges. when is a party member most happy? He is most happy shen he is 
providing much service to the masses, to the revolution, ine party. Oriving 
around in an automobile or living in a large house do not make hin nappy at 
all. He is most happy, most enthusiastic when he is among the masses, «en ne 
eats and lives with the masses, when he shares joy and sorrow with the masses. 
The party member must forge this thinking within himself. 


Struggling throughout one’s life for the ideals of communism, this is tue 

no ole responsibility of the party member. He who forgets this is no iorger 

@ party member, is nc longer enlightened. Since antiquity, mar sas preacned 
many good and wholesome things, humanitarianisa, paracise, rescuing san fron 
dammtion; countless religions have come into being to save mankind. in the 
end, however, all have failed to transform the world, all have failed to Ding 
happiness to the people. Only the working class and its party can cccompiish 
this. However, to accomplish this, we must engage in a difficult revolutionary 
Struggle, must devote our soul and energies to serving the revoivtion, must 
devote our entire lives to the revolution. You who are in che party must 
understand this. Years ago, when my stratum joined the party, we were, more 
often than not, imprisoned for years instead of executed and it was not at 
all easy to be a party member! Now, is there any reason for you who have 
joinea the party, sspecially youths, to build socialism, bring prosperity to 
the fatherland and insure that the people are well fed and weli clothec not 
to make an effort, not to be enthusiastic? Difficulties are bound to be 
encountered in carrying out a revolution, and the places where the nost 
difficulties exint are the places to which communists must go. [he party 
member must be yrepared to accept any combat position and perform any task, 
regardless of how large and difficult it might be. Tay Bac is more than 300 
kilometers from the capital Hanoi, which is not very far; some day, ine roads 
will be better and travel will be more convenient. You face many cifriculities 
and I sympathize with you very much. However, the situation will surely be 
vastly improved. It is my hope that you are content with your work, that you 
are enthusiastic about your work. You must think about how you should live 
and work here in order to achieve worthy results, satisfy the expectations of 
the people of the varicus nationalities and make positive contributions to the 
common revolutionary undertaking of the party. 


ihe Party Central Committee and government are very concerned with the mountains, 
including Tay Bac. When he was alive, our revered Uncle o was also very 
concerned with the mountain region. Surely you who are here will never forget 
the memorable event that occurred 13 years ago when Uncle Ho. despite his ave 
and frail health and mindless of the long distance he had to travel, visited 

Tay Bac. Now, Uncle Ho is gone but all of us still consider him to be alive. 
The more we mourn his passing, the more all of us must try to be worthy of 

Uncle Ho, to fulfill our responsibilities to the compatriots of the various 
nationalities. 


I wish you good health and progress in your work. 


7809 
CSO; 4209 
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L 5 September 1976 talk by Vo Nguyen Giap during a meeting with representatives 
of the cadres am instructors of the College of Military Technology _/ 


[ Text Touay, Sunday, I have found some time to come and talk to you. I 
have worked with your comrades-in-charge and presented a number of thoughts 
concerning the scientific-technological revolution. Now, I would like to visit 
with you and discuss severai points. 


To begin with, I would like to convey the regards of the Central Military Party 
Committee to all cadres, instructors, students, soldiers, manual workers and 
office workers of the college and their words of praise for the recent achieve- 
ments of the college. Although the college was constructed less than 10 years 
ago, you have, in recent years, made noteworthy contributions in the training 
of military technical cadres as well as scientific and technical research. 


Technology is one of the basic factors in the activities of man, of society 

and even the armed forces. In history, man has, through his practical actions, 
manufactured increasingly complex and sophisticated tools. Through the realities 
of productive labor, man’s recognition of the world around him has gradually 
been formea and become increasingly deep and systematic; as a result, technology 
and science were born. Technology is a means of purposeful actions created by 
man, is a system of methais of man. When the development of technology reaches 
a certain level,science emerges. In the history of man, science wmerged at a 
very early date; it is the generalization of the practical exper/ances of man. 
In each given period of history, science has an impact upon technology and, 
conversely, technology stimulates the development of science. As an internal 
factor of production forces, technology is always the most dynamic, most 
revolutionary factor. The concept of technology changes according to history, 
changes to suit the development of production. However, technology is always 
Closely linked to science, not only to the natural sciences, but to the social 
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sciences as well. Therwfore, the natural sciences, the technical sciemces anc 
the social sciences are inseparably linked to one another anc always have 2 
impact upon 2nd stimulate one another in the course of development. in nistory, 
there have been times «hen they have been separated or mot closely coordinatec. 
This has posed an obstacle to the development of the intelligence of man auc 
the development of social production. An awareness of this omeness is very 
important, important in carrying out the scientific-technologicai revolution, 
important in the training of cadres by your school and even important in tne 
training and self-improvement of each of uw. 


Our army, which began as armed propaganda units in a oackward agricultura. 
country, has matured with each passing day in the revolutionary struggle arm 
become a regular force, relatively acodern ami gloriously victorious army. i5 
our army, we have carried out the technological revolution, a broac technical 
revolution. 


When we talk about the techmological revolution within the army, we must m0. 
simply talk about technical equipment and technical means, but 4150 avwut tne 
creative alsility of man to utilize this technical equipment and these techu.cal 
means, about the decisive position occupied by man. When talking about tne 
technological revolution within the army, we must talk about the position and 
role of personnel who possess high revolutionary awareness, of personel who 
have been tightly reorganized in order to use the most efficient technical 
equipment and means, such as guerrilla units using such rucimentary weaporm 4s 
Stakes, mines and booby traps to achieve high efficiency, sappers using whatever 
weapons they have to achieve such high combat efficiency and air defense troops 
using the weapons at thier disposal to shoot down modern aircraft of whe ..5. 
pirates. 


The technological revolution within our army cannot be separatec from the 
development of our military science, which is an integrated science. /fherefore, 
the technical cadre within the army must have -owledge of the social sciences 
as well and cannot give light attention to studying Marxism-Leninism and tie 
political and military lines of the party, cannot give light attention to 
forging his revolutionary qualities and virtues. 


At present, our country’s revolution has shifted to a new stage. ~ s.uld like 
to share a few thoughts with you concerning the scientific-technol sgicu 
revolution, the key component of the three revolutions, the revolution of which 
you must be the assault soldiers. 


Recently, you studied our party's line on the socialist revolution and its line 

on building the socialist economy. These are very correct and creative lines 

that have been tested in the malities of the socialist revolution and socialist 
construction in the north. The line of our party is of a very highly revolutionary 
and very scientific nature. In war, we learned the laws governing the deve lop- 
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ment of war and, as a result, adopted a correct and creative revolutionary 

line and method and won a tremendous victory. In the socialist revolution, 

our party discovered the laws of the socialist revolution and socialist 
construction in our country at an early date, the most importan: characteristic 
of which is advancing from a system of predominantly small-scale production 

to large-scale socialist production without experiencing the stage of capitalist 
development. 


The scientific-technological revolution is an integral part of we socizciist 
revolution, it is the key of the three revolutions. It is a tremendous 
revolutionary undertaking, an undertakirg that cannot be easily carried aut. 
By whom is this revolution carried out, who is the moving fc-ce of this 
revolution? This revolution must be carried out by the working people of the 
entire country. When we say the word revolution, we are talking about a 
revolutionary movement of the masses. As in war, to win victory, there must be 
a movement of all the people to fight the enemy under the leaderstip of the party. 
Although the laws of economic caistruction and scientific and technological 
development differ from the laws of armed struggle, they do, in some respects, 
comply with the common laws of a revolutionary campaign. in this significance, 
that which led our nation to victory in war will, under the new conditions 
that exist today, be developed upon and lead our nation to victory in 
construction. As Lenin said, the policy that led Russia to victory in the 
revolution and the civil war would leai the working people in Russia to victory 
in the socialist revolution. 


Our country’s economy is still poor and backwards; however, we hive the great 
party, have the very heroic people, have rich ratural resources and have the 

Ss sperior social system. In the 45 years of revolutionary struggle and the more 
than 30 years of resistance against foreign aggression under the leadersh.p 

of the party, our people reorganized themselves anid won victory. Under the 
leadership of the party, we Vietnamese have displayed a very high level of 
organization in war. As a result, our nation, our army won victory. In the 
present stage of the revolution, we must reorganize ourselves, must know how 
to reorganize ourselves in an efficient, scientific and optimum sanner, as 

you have often said, in order to advance the socialist revolution to victory. 


In the scientific-technological revolution, all the people participate, but 
the nucleus is the corps of scientific and technical cadres; as in war, all the 
people fignt the enesy, but the nucleus is the armed forces. Scientific and 
technical cadres are the key soldiers in the scientific-technoloyical revolution. 
The scientific and technical cadre must consider it a great honor to occupy 
this position, must very clearly recognize his task. He must realize that he 
is a revolutionary soldier on the sclentific and technical front; although the 
honor the sclentific-technical cadre has is very great, his resycnsibility 

is very weighty. He must understand very deeply and delve very ceeply into the 
field of science and technology assigned to him by the party. He must have 

a clear understanding of the relationships between science and technology, 
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between the natural sciences and the social sciences, between the tecnnica. 
sciences and military science. He must have a truly deep understanding of the 
revolutionary line of the party because the scientific-tecnnological revol ition 
absolutely must be basec on this line. He must possess noble revolutionar, 
qualities, have a correct attitude toward his work, studies, combat, combat 
re.diness, labor and relationships with every other person. He must ‘ning 
correctly. Each person must realize his own strengths anc weaknesses. it is 
my hope that the cadres and party members as well as the studeris of the 
College of Military Technology will be good soldiers on the military sciemtitic 
ana technical front a:.d complete their tasks in an outstanding manner. 


Since the August Revolution, our people had to wage a crave 30 year str urgie 
under the leadership of the party to win the complete victory they enjo, ‘today 
and establish the dictatorship of the proletariat throughout the couniry; our 
country has become totally independent and free. Our people are now en crirg 

a new era, the era of the working people as the masters o: the country, the 
masters of society, the masters of nature and the masters of themselves in order 
to make our fatherland prosperous and strong. It is nopea that the scientific 
anc technical forces within the army will play a worthy role in the construction 
anc defense of the country and the buildup of the army and be wortiiy of beirg 
revolutionary soldiers in the scientific-technological revolution, the xey 
revolution that our people are carrying out in the new era of the country. It 
is hoped that, under the leadership and education of the party and in keeping 
with these guidelines, you will take new steps forward and endeavor to make 
continuous progress. 


I wish you good health. 


I convey the kind regards and wishes for good health of the Central Military 
Party Committee to ali of the cadres, instructors, students, soldiers, manua. 
workers and office workers of the school. I, too, convey my regards and wishes 
for good health to you. 


THI 
CSO: 4%209 
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[text_] Dear comrades, 


I feel that the debate that began this morning with the speeches of a number 
of ccarades is a good one. It is good in the sense that this is one of the 
first meetings held to discuss the basic issues of the scientific-technological 
revolution in our country and in a debate of such a subject it is impractical 
to hope that the subject can be clarified in only a few speeches and in a 
short period of time. It is good in the sense that we have begun to realize 
the issue, have raised the matter of the line of the scientific-technological 
revolution, and you have stated that, to perform good scientific and technical 
“ork, it is necessary to clarify matters of fundamental importance, clarify 
our basic guidelines regarding this work. Say whatever is on your mind. 

But, I would like to remind you that today and tomorrow your thoughts must 
focus more on basic matters. 


The requirement of this debate is that it clarify several basic matters 
pertaining to the guidelines of the scientific-technological revolution in our 
country. Some comrades have asked; have we not always had guidelines? Of 
course, we have had guidelines, but now we must develop them, must define then 
in greeter detail. 


You have said that our party has set forth a line for the socialist revolution 
in our country that is relatively complete and specific. However, we know 
that this correct and creative revolutionary line is not perfect from the very 
outset, rather, it must be perfected over a period of many years through the 
realities of the combat and production of all our people under the leadership 
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of the party, through the thinking of the entire party, the Ceniral -omuittee 
and the Political Bureau. Immediately after the North was liberatec, the 
various party plenums adopted resolutions on socialist transformetion and 
socialist construction. At the 3rd Jongress of the Party and the sudsequent 
party plenums, our party reviewed this line and gradually made ii more 
specific. This was followed by the resolutions of the 19th and 22nc Pienums 
and the recent resolution of the 24th Plenum of the Party Central Sommittee; 
then, there was the speech by Le Duan at the first session of the 6t. National 
Assembly and, in particular, the various discussions of the Political Bureau 
and the Party Central Jommittee in preparation for the 4th Party Congress, 
which further defined and enriched the overall line of the socialist 
revolution in our country. 


Here, some comrades might ask if it is necessary to adopt a generai line? it 
is very necessary. When no general line exists, it is absolutely necessary 
that one be adopted. The failure to adopt a general line is a very dangerous 
mistake and might lead to defeat. Of course, once a correct general line 

has been adopted, it must be further concretized in practice, in the me -hods 
of action. 


I do not know very much about the natural sciences; there ore, i woul. iike 
to cite an example concerning the revolutionary line of our party. 


Ever since Uncle Ho declared that the only correct line for liberating the 
nation is the line of the proletarian revolution, the ideal of na*ional 
independence and the ideal of socialism have been closely linked together. 
Uncle Ho was the first communist in our country to creatively apply Marxisa- 
Leninism, was the person who discovered the only correct line for our country's 
revolution. At a time when the other colonial countries of the world were 
still groping for a line to guide them in their struggle for liberation, tne 
adoption of this correct strategic line was the basic prerequisite of most 
decisive significance in the liberation of our nation. In fact, as soon as 
the party was born, the political platform of the party set forth the line of 
the national democratic revolution (then called the democratic bourgeois 
revolution and later called the people's democratic revolution) and the line 
on advancing to the socialist revolution without experiencing the capitalist 
stage of development. 


At that time, there were still revolutionaries in our country, such as Phan Boi 
Chau, for example, who supportd national independence but did not combine it 
with a people's democracy. From the point of view of his patriotic spirit, 

it must be said that Phan Boi Chau was a revolutionary fiiled with fervor. 

When we say Chat communists are the most genuine patriots, we are speaking from 
the point of view of coordinating the revolution with science. Communists 

are not only revolutionaries filled with patriotic zeal, they also know how 

to discover the laws of development of our country's society and, on this 
basis, chart the only correct course for leading the revolution to victory. 
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The problem lies in the fact that the revolution is science; therefore, in order 
to display patriotism in the fullest possible meaning of the term, in order 

for the country to achieve independence, freedom and happiness, in order to 
transform ideals into reality, it is necessary to coordinate national 
independence with pconle’s democracy, as this is the only way to create 
strength ior the revolution. On *he banner of patriots of bygone years, some 
persons inscribed the slogin “national independence” but not the slogan 
“agrarian revolution.” fhis is one of the basic reasons why they met with 
defeat. 


Under the leadership of our party, the Vietnamese revolution has a very 

correct strategic line. This is of extremely important significance, decisive 
significance. In the nearly one-haif century of revolutionary struggle, this 
line has gradually been developed, gradually been concretized and is becoming 
more complete with each passing day. The 1930 movement, the democratic 

front movement, the Indo nese anti-imperialist movement, the Viet Minh movement, 
the victory of the August Revolution and the victory of the two great wars 

of resistance were only made possible by following this line, by following this 
platform. During the first years of the 30 year revolutionary war, our 
country’s revolution was still a people's national democratic revolution. 

Then, socialism had not become reality in our country. However, svcialisa 

did exist in the thinking of the party, in the line of the party, in the 
thinking of the people because our party was fighting for national independence, 
because the purpose of the people's democracy was to advance to socialism. When 
the war of resistance against the French colonialists ended in victory, 
socialism became reality in one-half of the country. On ‘his basis, we began 
Simultaneously carrying out two strategic cevolutionary tisks: the socialis~ 
revolution in the North and the democratic national revolition in the South. 
thus, the line of the party, the strategic revolutionary task were further 
concretized and the ideal of socialism inscribed on our banner became a 
reality, the reality of socialist construction in the North over the past 

20 years. In the realities of the revolutionary struggle, the revolutionary 
line has become more clearly defined, has become richer and more lively. 

This is the truth. 





I would like to say a few words to show you more clearly the relationship 
between the general and the specific; compared to the general in the broadest 
sense, the general over the long range, the general at this point in time 

is also the specific under a certain set of circumstances. Lenin often said 
that revolution is creation, that truth is concrete, and Ba(1) has often 
repeated this reminder. The same holds true in the scientific and technical 
work we are performing now. I do not know as much about cybernetics and 
mathematics as you, so I will try to talk about what I know in order to help 
you examine and resolve problems in a correct manner. 


In the 1930's, as regards revolutionary method, there were some who thought 
that we must conduct a political mobilization before waging the armed struggle; 
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however, there were also persons who thought that we must begin the arned 
struggle immediately. It was the position of our party that we wus ~ experience 
a political mobilization, a mobilization of the masses in tne ligne-linn Soviet, 
the democratic front, the Indochinese anti-imperialist fron: and the Viet Minn 
front before advancing to armed struggle. In 1930 and 1951, when tne Yen Bai 
rebellion broke out, our party asserted that, in view of the situation tnat 
existed at that time, an armed struggle would surely meet with deieat. Thus, 
ouy party made its line more specific; however, it was now specific in oroad 
terms, later it would become even more specific. In an armed struggle, there 
is the matter of our general strategy; for example, when the U.S. imperia.ists 
intervened in our country, we faced the question of whether or not we could 
fight the United States. How would we fight them, by which means? S.ould the 
struggle against the United States be a political one or a political siruggie 
coordinated with armed struggle and so forth? During the period following 
1954 we were resisting the United States but the struggle at that ‘time was 
primarily a political one; it was not until later that the politica. struggie 
became coorcinated with the armed struggle. Subsequently, havim gone 
through various strategic stages, we adopted a strategic ple. tor gradually 
defeating each strategy of the enemy and then, in the spring of 1975, we 
carried out the general offensive and uprising that totally liberates ‘tic 
South and re.nified the country. This is how the party's line was gradually 
concretized. 





Now, we are building socia.‘«m and carrying out the scientific-technological 
revolution and must do the same thing. fo begin with, we must adopt a 
correct revolutionary line, gradually concretize it and then organize its 
implementation. [he discussion of the basic aspects of the scientific- 
technological revolution in our country absolutely must be based on the line 
of the socialist revolution in our country, the basic elements of which are 
maintaining the dictatorship of the proletariat, upholding the right of 
collective ownership of the working people and simultaneously carrying out 
the three revolutions, the key one being the scientific-technological revolution. 
This line is the result of very creative thinking on the part of the entire 
party, the Central Committee and the Political Bureau. Since the adoption 
of the resolution of the 3rd National Congress of Delegates of the Party, in 
the various resolutions of the party plenums, the line of our party has become 
increasingly complete and thorough. You must carefully study and fully learn 
this line in order to adopt the correct point of view and be able to work in 
a creative manner in the fields of science and technology. This line very 
creatively resolves the problem of building socialism in a country whose 
economy is primarily one of small-scale production and advancing to large- 
scale socialist production without experiencing the capitalist stage of 
development. The scientific-technological revolution is an integral part of 
this general issue. Of course, there are certain specifics to which we must 
attach importance, specifics *hat we must clarify. 


When we began this debate, many comrades were concerned that because they 
had little time to conduct research, little time to prepare the results achieved 
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would be limited. I realize that you have had very little time to prepare; 
however, I told the leaders of the institutes not to worry about this, not to 
seek perfection. Let us conduct the debate and try to achieve a number of 
initial results; then, let us continue to think, exchange opinions many times 
and, through practical activities, delve more deeply into the issue. Of 

utmost importance is that we must gain a more thorough understanding of the 
specifics of the line on the socialist revolution and the line on building the 
socialist economy before discussing the 5-year plan for scientific and technical 
work. Only on this basis can we clarify a number of basic aspects of the 
scientific-technological revolution in our couwitry. 


Previously, I suggested that the debate of the scientific-technological 
revolution in our country be based on the general line of the party, on the 
special characteristics of the economy, politics, country, history and people 
of Vietnam. If you are aware of other bases, include them also. Upon which 
bases should the scientific-technological revolution in our country rest? 

Here, there are major questions and minor questions to be answered; however, 
these major questions and specific questions are in no way unrelated. Thus, 
what are the major questions of the scientific-technological revolution? How is the 
scientific-technological revolution in our country different from other countries 
and how is it similar to other countries? The socialist countries, such as 

the USSR and the other socialist countrivs, are carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution. The developed capitalist countries, such as the 
United States, France, West Germany, Great Britain, Japan and so forth, are 
also carrying out the scientific-technological revolution. The countries of 
the third world are carrying out the “green revolution.” Thus, how is our 
country to perform technical work, how is our country to perform scientific 
work, how is our country to carry out the scientific-technological revolution? 
We must think about this in order to chart a correct and creative course; this 
is very important, it is of decisive significance in our success. 


1 have a habit, one that is not always a very good habit, of frequently 
talking about the military when I speak, because I iave specialized in military 
work for so long. Im the recent general offensive and uprising, there were 
many comrades who fought and piirticipated in the caspaign who, once victory 
had been won, still did not unierstand why we won such a large victory! We 
won victory chiefly because we had a correct line, had a correct strategy 

and had the wise and talented widance of the Political Bureau. Of course, 
once the correct line and strategy have been adopted, combat and the campaign 
become the elements of decisivw significanwe. Here, as we discuss the scientific- 
technological revolution, it is first of all necessary to establish general 
guidelines and then define thse guidelines in further detail. Therefore, you 
must focus your discussion more on the major questions, namely, the character- 
istics, objectives, guidelines, tasks, specifics and stages of development of 
the scientific-technological revolution i our country. 


I am excited to see that all of you think that your sector is important. You 
have had nothing but good things to say alout your sector. We realize now that 


28 




















every sector is important. Cybernetics is important, physics is importcct, 
chemistry is important, mechanics is important, the earth sciences are inporiant, 
biology is even more important and so forth. I agree that ali of these sectors 
are important. 


The natural sciences, the technical sciences and the social sciences, each 
science ras its own importance and all sciences are inter-relatec. Ii the 
scientific-technslogical revolution that is now taking the worid by stora, sore 
and = s<e <*w scientific and technical sectors are emerging and more of these 
sec’ors are merging with one another with each passing cay. You consicer our 
sector to be important and this is very correct. I like this atvitude bece.se 
if you view your sector as important and love it, you will work with greater 
enthusiasm to improve your sector. However, do sot consider other sectors to 
be unimportant. You must realize the relationship that exists a’ong the various 
sectors, must view the matter as a whole. Only on tis basis o° «dopting 
general line on the scientific-technological revolution of the €...ire -cuntcy 
can we adopt correct guidelines for the scientific or technical :ector of 
which we are in charge, can we correctly establish the position end importance 
of each sector as well as the integral relationship among *he various sectors 
within the entire scientific and technical system of the country. And, 
determining which sectors are the key sectors under each specific set of 
circumstances is anothe. ecessary matter. 


I heard the editor of "Ceneral Scientific Knowledge” magazine say tnmit a 
Suggestion has been made to change the name of the magazine to “icience anc 
Life.” Although I have no firm opinion concerning this, I do feel that this 
Suggestion is a good one. Because, in your speeches, some ot you have 
referred to science as being part of life while others have stated that science 
is next to life or parallel to life. If science and life are beside each. 
other or parallel to each other, they will not meet. Science an life must 

be very closely linked together. We are carrying out the socialist revolution 
and this revolution is being carried out in the Socialist Republic of Vietnan. 
Therefore, we must develop the consciousness of participating in a positive 
manner in the socialist revolution and absolutely must understar the 
fundamental economic law of socialism of satisfying the material and cultural 
needs of the people better with each passing day. Thus, what does sa*isfying 
the material and cultural needs of the people better with each passing day 
mean? First, let us talk about food. Eating is something we do everyday, 

but it is something extremely important. What kind of meals should we eat, 
can we continue to eat several hundred grains of rice per day? At present, our 
population is 50 million, soon it will be 70 miliion. In view of the 

present rate of growth, the sopulation might grow even more rapidly. Thus, 
resolving problems related to tn. diet is a matter of extreme importance. In 
ancient years, even Confucius had to agree that “to rule the people, you aust 
insure that they are well fed.” In fact, this applied not only to the people, 
but to the ‘officials” as well, even Confucius, because everyone must eat, 
because eating is the first need of life. 
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After food, tne next priorities are clothing, housing, travel, health and 
education followed by culture, literature, art and so forth; such is life. 
Reason and sentiment, the family and society, all are important parts of the 
life of man. Both socialism and the socialist system are international 

in nature; looking very far into the future of man, boundaries will no longer 
exist in the world. Now, however, we have the fatherland, have the nation 
and, over the long range, in the future when socialism wins victory throughout 
the world, national characteristics will continue to exist. Thus, science 
and technology must concern themselves with what our fatherland and nation 
will be like. What family life and social life in the socialist Vietnamese 
fatherland will be like in the future. We are building the material-technical 
bases of socialism and carrying out the socialist revolution for the purposes 
of meeting the rising material and cultural needs of the working people, 
bringing independence and freedom to the fatherland and bringing prosperity 
and nappiness to the people. This is the life of society, of the working 
people, the life of the family, of each person in the collective, the great 
family of socialist Vietnaa. 


Now, I would like to talk about our natior entering the new era. In the past, 
we did not have the conditions needed to tuild socialism on a nationwide scale. 
When the party was founded, the ideals of socialism were nothing mre than 
part of the platform of the party, and ow people must still struggle to 
implement this platform of the party. With the success of the Augus* 
Revolution, we acquired the conditions needed to begin implementing thi: 
platform. Then, however, we faced a formidable obstacle, namely, an en-ire 
imperialist power standing in our way, preventing us from advancing immediately 
to socialism. Now, we have removed this obstacle following countless 
sacrifices and immeasurable efforts in order to open the way for our entire 
country to follow the course of building an independent, unified, socialist, 
prosperous and strong Vietnamese fatherland. The persons engaged in 
scientific and technical work must be fully aware of these revolutionary 

goals. What our economy wil] be like in the future, what our country's 

culture will be like, how our people's life will develop in the immediate 
future, these are the barus, the objectives of scientific and technical work. 
o carry out the scientific-technological revolution well, scierce and technology 
must be very closely linked to life. If you feel that you are still outside 
lite, surely your are experiencing pain; but, to be in the realities of life 

is even more painful. 





fo prepare for this debate well, we absolutely must have a relatively deep 
understanding of the new system, the new economy, the new culture and the 

new man we are struggling to build and mold, scientific and technical cadres, 
especially key cadres, mist have a firm grasp of the line on building the 
socialist economy, the long-term economic plan, the 5-year plan and the yearly 
plan in order to perform their jobs well. You have said that you still lack 
the necessary documents; therefore, the responsible agencies must make an 
effort to fully supply you with these doc ments. 
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I would also like to talk to you about scientific activities anc he leadership 
of science. I have heard many comrades say that our scientific activilics 

and our organization of leadership of science are rot very good. I teel ine 
Same way. I am new to the field of natural sciences, so, if what 1 say ‘is 
oversimplified, please bear with me. I have the feeling that our scientitic 
activities, although organized w.. at some places, have, generally speaking, 
not been organized well. This failure includes the failure to insure that eacn 
scientific and technical cadre fully utilizes his abilities. Some have said 
that since they returned from studying in the USSR they have made slower progress 
than their Russian colleagues. I view this as another way of raising the same 
problem. Of course, we cannot demand the same conditions that exist in the 
USSR nor can we make unqualified comparisons between our country and our friend. 
We have, under our country’s circumstances, recorded certain achievements in 
science and technology and our scientific-technical work has effectively 
Supported the revolution, even though our scientific activities and guidance of 
science have not been very good. What are the reasons for this situation? 

The responsibility lies not only with you, but with the state as well. However, 
you must realize that, in the recent past, our state has had to concentrate on 
meeting many pressing requirements of the revolution, of the war of resistance 
against the United States for national salvation and we must clieurly realize 
that, under these circumstances, our leaders, Le Duan, Pham Van jlong and tne 
other comrades, have shown much cencern for scientific work. 


(he basis for evaluating the quality of scientific work is the iwact that it 
has in supporting the productior and life of the people, support .ng the 
national defense system, supporting immediate and long-range requirements. 
Examined from this point of view, we see that althov sh we have performed a 
number of jobs, generally speaking, we have not performed them very well. You 
are not satisfied with this situation and this, I believe, is proper. 


Here, some comrades have raised the question of how we can organize the 
guidance of scientific work better. This is a proper question. We will try 
to organize scientific activities, organive the various scientific agencies 
and organize the guidance of science better. We will try to gain a deeper 
understanding of this matter and make projosals to the upper echelon. However, 
I want to emphasize that you who perform scientific work must make every 
possible effort in this regard. 


And, how are we to resolve the problem of material bases and scientific 
research equipment, which are expensive, et a time when we have little money? 
Many comrades have raised this question with me. We will try to supply more 

of the various types cof equipmen’, because this is very important work. However, 
it must be realized that although equipmert and machinery are very iaportant, 
they are not the most decisive factor; the most decisive factor is man. In 
“Great Initiatives,” Lenin said that we must build a new system hat has higher 
Labor productivity than before; only with iigh labor productivit~ can socialisa 
triumph over capitalism. However, to achieve high labor product vily, workers 
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must be well fed; at that «ime, however, the Russian worker was still hungry. 
To vreak this vicious cycle, to raise iabor productivity at a time when hunger 
persists, it is necessary to possess revolutionary zeal, revolutionary energy. 
we must never te idealists; however, we must corsider this to be the only 
correct guideline for resolving the problen. 


You wey are engaged in scientific work must answer this question: how can 

we perform good scientific anda technical work with the existing material bases 
of our country, with our limited finances? Soon, our government will surely 
make a greater effort to strengthen the material-technical base and the 
financial base of the various scientific research facilities. The state will 
allocate funds in the budget for scientific and technical activities. However, 
these funds will not mean that we can do whatever we want to do. Some say that 
money can buy immortality; however, I do not know if immortality can be bought, 
revolutionary zeal cannot be bought, scientific thinking cannot be bought? 
Thus, having much money is no guarantee that good scientific and technical work 
will be performed. It is nothing more than a prerequisite. 


If we manage to resolve some of the problems that have been raised, will ve 

be enthusiastic or unenthusiastic? You have studied politics and even yrailosophy, 
consequently, you know that whether a person is enthusiastic or unentiusiastic 
is due to the combination of objective and subjective factors. In ce‘tain 
Situations, it is proper for a person to not be enthusisstic; however, sometines 
it is improper to be unenthusiastic because of the nature of the thing involved. 
In war, I have goae to visit victorious units and expected to find every menber 
of the unit to be very enthusiastic. However, after such a victory, there are 
casualties, losses and exhaustion, consequently, the unit that won victory would 
be very enthusiastic if good political activities had been conducted and if 

ts troop strength had been replenished. But, I have seen many units that have 
won large victories but not been enthusiastic, and this made a very deep 
impression upon me. After fighting very well ami winning a resounding victory, 
is it proper to be enthusiastic or unenthusiastic in view of the facts that 
you are thinking about your comrades who died, fresh troops have not arrived 
yet, the wounded have not been properly cared fo. and you might even be wi-hout 
food and water? In your opinion, is it proper to be enthusiastic or 
unenthusiastic in such a case? [he only currect answer is that it is quite 
proper to be enthusiastic after winning a great victory. Recently, in Zone 5 
in Nam Bo, women resupplied one front under extremely arduous conditions but 
were still very enthusiastic, especially when they learned that we had won a 
large victory. 


At present, are the Vietnamese enthusiastic or unenthusiastic? fhe entire 
world praises our people for having carried out a remarkable, extraordinary 
undertaking; the Vietnam Lao Dong Party is an admired and respected party. 

When meeting the leaders of our party, some general secretaries «f fraternal 
parties have very frankly and sincerely stated that they admire the Vietnam Lao 
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Dong Party and the people of Vietnam very much. [his praise of our nation, our 
party by the world is something deserving of thought. In the entire history of 
our mation, has there ever been a time when we have achieved more inan we have 
now, when our nation has been as independent and free as it is mow, “nen 
millions of Vietnamese have gone into battle to liberate the cow try as ‘hey 
have now, when our nation has won victory over one imperialist power ai.esr 
another, when the road to happiness has been as broad as it is now’ 


The road to the happiness of our people might be broac but we still face many 
shortages, must still stand in line to purchase goods and still ‘ace many 
difficulties in our daily lives; this is a problem. Ami, we also ick materia, 
means and facilities for scientific research; this is another problem. .her« 
are many such problems but this is no reason to not be enthusiastic; i. woiic 

be totally incorrect to be unenthusiastic for this reason. 


Yesterday, I visited the collective dining hall of the institute am ‘cunc that 
you are served two meals per day at a cost of 3 hao per meal. i asked the 
comrades in charge: can you try to sell to cadres and personnel one oon. of 
whes.t noodles during the noon meal at a cost of 3 hao? They rep.tec,; under 
present circumstances, this cannot be done. This is a difficulty we face in 
our daily lives; however, it is no reason to be unenthusiastic. Material ile, 
economic life are, of course, very basic and very ‘important; however, we 

also have a political life, a spiritual life and possess revolutioni.cy awareness. 
Under certain circumstances and on the basis of certain material ba es, 
politics and spirit can also have a decisive impact. Therefore, we musi ‘uliy 
realize the greatness of our recent victory, fully realize how favorable the 
overall situation is for the revolution, fully realize what the future o: the 
country is and, on this basis, heighten our enthusiasa. 


Within the army, we issue an order to attack or not attack; however, no order 
can be issued to be enthusiastic or unenthusiastic. The same applies here; 

I tell you that you must be enthusiastic but, when you return home, you sight 
continue to be unenthusiastic. 


As Vietnamese, it is now that we should be most enthusiastic. I* would be 
truly unusual for us to not be enthusiastic. Problems will continue to 
concern us but it would truly be strange for us not to be enthusiastic. 


fhe most brilliant period in the development of our nation has been opened. 

What does this mean? It means that a brilliant period has been ushered in each 
time the country has regained its iniependence, but the rewinnin; of national 
imiependence this tige has ushere’ in the most brilliant period o all, has opened 
the greatest prospects politically, economically, scientifically, culturally and 
artistically, the greatest prospects in all areas. This is becawe our 
fatherland, for the first time in its history, is independent an reunified 

on the basis of socialism. We do not have grand and large const) uction 

projects like many other countries do because our nation has had to con- 
tinuously struggle against foreign aggression. Swon, in the worl. of “rebuilding 
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our country to be grander and more beautiful,” we will surely have beautiful 
construction projects. The streets of the capital Hanoi will certainly be 
extremely beautiful. Although I say this, whenever I pass through the gateway 
to the Sath and realize that the houses have been the same for the past several 
decades, I do not feel very satisfied. But I also realize that they will be 
relwilt to be “grander and more beautiful.” At present, our scientists are 
enthusiastic,our people are enthusiastic. They are enthusiastic, I should say, 
in their reason and feeling; how to turn this enthusiasm into actions that have 
an effective impact upon the life of man is another satter. 


You who are engaged in scientific work aust realize that your position on the 
scientific and technical front is a very important one because the scientific- 
technological revolution is tne key of the three revolutions designed to carry 
out the socialist revolution and socialist construction in our country. For 

a long time, a number of perronms have thought that comrades engaged in political 
work and militar) work need sot only possess ability, but must also possess 
very high revolutionary qualities while scientific and technical cadres must 
possess knowledge and ability but need only possess “mediocre” political and 
ethical qualities. [his viewpoint is now outdated. It is outdated because we 
are carrying out the socialist revolution, carrying out socialist construction 
and must carry out the three revolutions, the key one being the scientific- 
technological revo)ution. The scilentific-technological revolution is a true 
revolution and sciuntific and technical cadres are the soldiers on this 
revolutionary front. The revolution demands that this revolutionary solaier 
not only possess knowledge and ability (he abso'’utely sust possess knowledge and 
ability), but also possess the comprehensive capabilities of the revolutionary. 
“Comprehensive” does not mean holding a meeting each day or studying politics 
each day, rather, it means thoroughly understanding the political line of the 
party, understanding Marxism-Leninism and knowing how to apply Marxist-Leninist 
methodology and the methodology of dialectical materialism. You know that in 
the natural sciences the method of thinking is very important, it is the key 
to the threshold of science. Once the correct method has been adopted, it 

is necessary to clearly understand the revolutionary objective that one will 
serve; one must be totally loyal to the party, the people, the fatherland and 
take whatever steps necessary to serve the revolution well. Thus, the sold‘er 
on the scientific and technical front must devote his heart and sind to 
serving the revolution, serving the people. The same applies to the political 
cadre and the military cadre; the revolution requires that every scientific 
and technical cadre possess revolutionary qualities, possess revolutionary 
spirit, possess qualifications and abilities. This is also our guideline. 


Lenin said: it is an achievement if we begin by realizing that we have nt 
achieved anything; however, it is very dangerous for us to think that we have 
accomplished very much when we have not done a thing. Therefore, you must 
deeply realize and must steadfastly adhere to the guideline that each scier tific 
and technical cadre must be a revolutionary soldier. The revolution is science 
and science is the revolution. Nothing is more revolutionary than science, 
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science is the moving force of the revolution. This cebate right sep to 
adopt 4 more correct point of view. You were somewhat aware of ths in the 
past; all you need to do now is realize it more clearly in order for scientiiic 
activities to yield better results and not, as some say we have long Deen 
doing, waste our energy by proposing one project after another Sul never 
acco;plishing anything. Nor do we need to sit idie day after day; tnis would 
be unrealistic. 


Uncle Ho often said that just as a person gust eat day in and day oul, -om 
things must be repeated over and over again. You who are engaged in scien.iicc 
work must possess the attitude, the spirit of the scientific cadre, iat is, 
must wholeheartedly serve the country and the people, must be faiiatui, «ust 
possess the scientific attitude. Express your opinions, express «at ve- 
differing opinions you have; the debate aight become somewhat heated, o:. tnere 
is mo subject that you should refrain from discussing. Both upper leve. a. 
lower level cadres must engage in self-criticism and criticisa; omiy vw )» esenting 
differing opinions can problems be uncovered. we must become accuS*toned wv 
working in this manner. Scientific cadres must concern themselves prissrl.) 
with s.ience, must delve into science; the political task of scientific cadres 
is to delve into science and technology. Of course, party menbec: mus* 
actively participate in party chapter activities, Youth Unicin meabers aust 
actively participate in Youth Union chapter activities and Trade Jnion scavers 
must actively participate in Trade Union activities. The acitivicies of tie 
party as well as the mass organizations must be of high quality and seetings 
should be of short duration. In order to delve into science and technology, 

it is necessary to clearly and thoroughly understand the line of the party, 

to have a firm grasp of practice; this cannot be done by standing outsi:\e life 
or by following a course that parallels life. Because, if we do this iife 
will be ahead of us and we wili be backward. We must insure ‘hat persons 
engaged in scientific work possess good skills and qualities anc can, as a 
result, conduct good research, provide good support and achieve >sracticail 
results. Specific, suitable policies must be adopted on the basis of this 
Viewpoint. For example, some comrades working in a laboratory occupy very 
important positions and receive salaries higher than the laboratory sead, 
higher than skilled workers and possibly even higher than the sa.ary of the 
minister. We should not differentiate between high and low as ww done in the 
feudal system. Science is science. Of primary importance is tht the scientific 
cadre conduct good research and provide good support. The remumration policy 
as well as all other policies must be based on this viewpoint. “his is what 

we think. This is the opinion of Pham Van Dong, To Huu, am the comrades in tie 
party taction of the institute. 


when man accomplishes something, he does so within the scope of in organization. 
Lenin often said that the achievements of an individual, his own achievesen‘s 
were nothing more than a drop in the ocean. Organization is even more 
necessary when carrying out a revolution, when performing a great umertakirng. 


35 














she exercise of socialist collective owmership of itseli requires organization. 
Each and every individual, although he plays a role of certain importance, is 
part of an organization and gust attach very auch importance to the organization. 
In order to have a strong organization, each individual within it must also 

be strong; at the same tine, only with a good organization is it possible to 
fully utilize the abilities of each individual. 


Uncle Ho, as well as Lenin, said that we are building socialisa .t with 
persons sent down from above, but with persons bequeathed by history. ‘hese 
are persons who were born in the old society and are still under its influences, 
persons who have participated in the revolutionary struggle and, as a result, 
have adopted new ideas but still possess very many remnants of the old society. 
Each person still possesses some remnants of the thinking, lifestyle and habits 
of the old society; for example, there is the thinking of indivicdualisa, of 
wanting to achieve one position or another, as well as many habits of the old 
society that cannot be immediately rectified. Socialism is being built in our 
country by Vietnamese, all of whom have, generally speaking, experienced several 
decades of struggle and forging in the revolution, being built through a very 
high level of sacrifice and effort very deserving of pride, thus, it already 
reflects the essence of the new man. However, within each of us there are 
remnants, there are thoughts and habits of the old society. Therefore, the 
persons engaged in scientific work also must develop upon the positive, good 
and great aspects of the new man while eliminating the negative, the bad 

within themselves. 


It is hoped that you who are engaged in scientific work will think about and 
successfully resolve these problems in this phase of political activities. it 
is noped that through your study to gain a thorough understanding of the 
resolution of the 24th Party Plenum, the speech by Le Duan and the other 
proceedings of the party, all of you will become highly determined, adopt 
correct guidelines and endeavor to become new socialist persons, become good 
soldiers in the key revolution, thereby making a contribution to advancing 
sclence and techrology in our cowtry +o a new level of development. 


All of you know that our party has adopted the line of virtually completing 

the task of the scientific-technological revolution in our country, virtually 
completing the construction of the material-technical bases of socialisa in our 
country in the space of the next 15 to 20 years. Is this practical? I mair tain 
that it is practical, is firmly based. Of course, this will be a difficult 

job because it is a very large and new one to us and because the  ~oint from 
which we are starting is very low. As a result, we must develop wa,s of working, 
must chart our stages of development. This is a very important matter. In 
actuality, we are now able to do many things which we once said we were not 
able to do. In our country, we are now able to do many things that we were 
once unable to do. Do we have the ability to do what must be done in the 

field of science and technology before the deadline that has been set? If 

we are to do this, we must discuss guidelines, tasks, stages of development and 


% 














methods of working and must reach correct conclusions concerning this matter. 
Some of you have very correctly stated that how we work is very mportant. 
Indeed, how we work, our method of working is very important. [ is noped 
that you will, on the basis of the results, limited though they re, achieve, 
during this phase of activities, move enthusiastically forward aid endeavor to 
become good soldiers on the front of the scientific-technologica. revolution, 
the key revolution in the new stage. 


I am very grateful to you for the welcome you have given me at this conierence. 
Ba came here, To(2) came here and now I have come here. However, if we have 
done nothing else, we have pointed out to you the problems that scientiiic 
cadres must research and discuss, problems concerning which you must contribute 
your opinions to the government, to the Party Ventral Committee in orcer two 
establish a more effective and better plan for scientific activities so that 
you have guidelires to work by and can work on your own. 
I wish your conference fine success. 

FOOTNOTES 
1. The familiar name of Le Duan. 


2. the familiar name of Pham Van Dong. 


7809 
CSO: 4209 


37 




















SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
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Opening Speech 


Hanoi MAY VAN DE VE CACH MANG KHOA HOC KY THUAT O NUOC TA in Vietnamese 
Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1977, pp 110-122, publishing completed 
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74 26 October 1976 speech by Vo Nguyen Giap: “Speech Opening the Scientific 
and Technical Cadre Conference” 


[text_J Dear comrades! 


Our scientific and technical cadre conference convened by the premier am 

the State Science and Technology Commission is the first major conference 

of scientific and technical cadres since the birth of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam. On behalf of the Party Central Committee and gover:ment, I warmly 
welcome the leaders of the various ministries and agencies and the scientific 
and technical cadres of the various sectors to today's conference. We have 
not been able to invite representatives of science and technology in the 
southern provinces or persons working in the fields of science and technology 
overseas to attend this conference. Very many comrades at the various agencies, 
institutes, schools, installations and localities expressed a desire to attend 
this conference; however, due to organizational and time limitations, we were 
not able to convene a large conference today. It is hoped that some day we 
will have the opportunity to convene a larger, more representat ve conference. 


This conference has daen convened with the intention of develop: ng upon the 
experiences and the knowledge gained by the scientific and techiical research 
and management agencies and the production installations over tie past several 
years in order to take a step forward and clarify several basic matters 
pertaining to the scientific-technological revolution in our cointry. We are 
holding this conference at a time when our entire party, all ow people and 
our entire army from the North to the South are energetically e:ulating to 
record achievements in commemoration of the upcoming and histor. c 4th Congress 
of the Party, an extremely important event in the political lif: of our party 
and our people. We will work during this conference as well as after it in 
the revolutionary-offensive spirit and with major efforts in the fields of 
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science and technology and in production in order to celebrate the congress 
and successfully implement the resolution of the congress. 


I received a number of the reports you intend to deliver here today. 1 nave 
read these reports. And, I feel that it is necessary to present a few thoughts 
for you to take into consideration during your debate at this conference. 


we are carrying out the scientific-technological revolution in a situation in 
which our people have won a great victory and the entire cowitry is inaepence:t, 
reunified and advancing to socialism. On the basis of reviewing the practical 
experiences of many years, our party tapped the intelligence of the en ire 

party and set forth the line for our country’s advance to socialism. This 

line basically consists of firmly maintaining the dictatorship of tne 
proletariat, upholding the right of collective ownership of the working 

people and simultaneously carrying out the three revolutions, ti produciio: 
relations revolution, the scientific-technological revolution am the id.clogicai 
and cultural revolution, the key one being the scientific and te: hnological 
revolution while accelerating socialist industrialization in ord«r to successfuly 
build socialism, build a system in which there is no exploitatio: of man by 

man, build a prosperous and strong socialist fatherland that has a modern 
industrial-agricultural economy, a strong national defense systers and progressive 
culture and science and bring back comfort, happiness and a civilized iite to 
our people. 


The law of advancing to socialism in our country is to simultaneously carry out 
the three revolutions in order to build the new system, bulid the new econcuy 
and mold the new man. Although each revolution has its own special character- 
istics, all three revolutions are closely related to one another, ail three 
have an impact upon and stimulate one another's development. Therefore, it 

is impossible to separate science and technology from the develojpment of 
production forces and production relations; science and technology cannot 

be separated from man, from reorganizing man so that he can be the master of 
science and technology, from reorganizing labor; the natural sciences cannot 

be separated from the social sciences. Nor can the work of those who specialize 
in science and technology be separated from the work of common laborers. The 
work of scientific and technical cadres is, of course, very important. Saying 
that the party attaches importance to the role and position of the scientific- 
technological revolution also means that the party assigns very large and 
giorious tasks to those engaged in scientific and technical work as well as 

to all working people. 


Our party has established the line for building the socialist economy in our 
country as: "Giving priority to the rational development of heavy industry 
on the basis of agricultural and light industrial development and correctly 
coordinating industry and agriculture; simultaneously carrying ovt central 
economic construction and local economic development; coordinating the 
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economy with the national defense system and endeavoring to broaden our 
economic relations with the socialist countries and the other countries of 

the world on the basis of maintaining our independence and sovereignty ami 
Supporting the building of an independent, autonomous economy; amd endeavoring 
to virturlly complete the construction of the material-technical bases of 
socialism in our country within the space of the next 15 to 20 years."(1) 

The entire content of this line is new. [he spirit of this line must be 
thoroughly implemented in all areas, in the scientific-technological 
revolution as well as in all scientific and technical work. 


‘hus, the entirety of scientific and technical activities must be oriented 
toward the objective of oduilding the system of large-scale socialist 
production to serve as the economic foundation of the system of socialist 
collective ownership in order to meet the rising material and cu).tural needs 
of the working people, rapidly introduce scientific and technological 
advances in production and raise labor productivity. We must perform 
scientific and technical work in this spirit, must rely upon this general 
line, this line on building the socialist economy in order to supporst the 
effort to implement the fundamental economic law of socialism of meeting 
the rising material and cultural requirements of the working people. Our 
scientific and technical work must not be science for the sake of science but 
science for the working people, science for everyday life, science for the 
comfort and happiness of the people and, of course, science for the defense 
of the nation. 


On the basis of the general line of the socialist revolution and the line on 
bulicing the socialist economy, our party has set forth the guidelines and 
general tasks of the long-term plan and the 1976-1980 Five Year Plan as well 
as the more specific guidelines and tasks of the upcoming plan, the 1977 
plan. Thus, in this 5-year plan, what problems must science and technology 
resolve if not those of improving the material and spiritual lives of the 
people while further strengthening the material-technical bases of socialisn? 


As regard everyday life, we must first of all resolve the food problem. We 
must be well fed and eat relatively good tasting food (we dare not say good 
tasting food, this we shall concern ourselves with at a later date). How 
should we be eating now, how should we be eating 20 years fron now, how 
should the future generations of our country eat? These are que.tions for 
science to answer. The research conducted to answer these questions is 
scientific research and the application of science to life. Next comes the 
question of how we should dress, of what we should wear, what the future 
generations should wear. che spirit in which this question should be answered 
is not allowing children to go without warm, attractive jackets in the winter; 
thus, we must examine the matter of producing manmade fibers, natural cotton, 
silk and so forth in order to meet this requirement. [here is the question of 
housing. In Hanoi and at many other places in our country, many persons do 














not have houses. “hus, how should the housing problem be resolved, ir which 
way should it be resolved in the cities and then in the countryside? (tere 

is also the question of education. -Jhildren cannot be allowed to lack a place 
at school, lack textbooks and so forth. But these questions only pertain to 
material conditions. What are we to do about spiritual conditions? With 
regard to the health of the people, what are we to do about medicine, drugs, 
disease prevention and the treatment of disease? Resolving the transportation 
problem well is also something that must be done. And, of course, we must 
constantly raise the cultural level of the people. We must raise the eve! of 
education of all the people to 10th grade and not merely be satisried with a 
7th grade education. The Vietnamese must be highly cultured, #m in be highly 
cultured even while they are poor. We have our own concept of wrat toe comfort 
and happiness of our people are. Although our national income is not in the 
hundreds of billions of dollars, the lives of our people must be civilizec and 
happy lives. We must inherit and enhance the tradition: of ow nation, t 
incorporate all that is most beautiful of mankind. This is how our party 
thinks and acts and we must debate these questions in order to fully grasp the 
line of the party, fully grasp these immediate objectives. 


At present, in the economically developed countries, the scientific- 
technological revolution is taking place on the basis of very highly developed 
economies, very large and modern material-technical bases, very large scientific 
and technological potentials and a very strong corps of scientists and technicians. 
In our country, in the 30 years of leading our people in iighting and i: 
building the country, our party has set forth tasks and objectives jor scientific 
and technical work and we have carried out a technological revolution. J: 

my opinion, science played a role in this technological revolution, som large 

a role is something you should discuss and clarify. Allow me to raise a point 
tor you to discuss: the resolution of the 24th Party Plenum set forth the 

task of carrying out the scientific-technological revolution and stated that 

we are carrying out the cscientific-technological revolution under the conditions 
of Vietnam, under the political, economic, cultural and social condition of 
Vietnam, consequently. we must carry out the sclentific-technological revolution 
on the basis of these conditions. You should discuss these conditions in 

order to define them in detail; here, I will only state them briefly. 


we are not carrying out the scientific-technological revolution in our country 
the same way it is being carried out in the United States. [he United States 
is an imperialist country, consequently, it is carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution for profit. Our country has completely different 
political, economic and social foundations: the socialist system and the 
system of socialist collective ownership. We are carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution for the sake of the working people, for the 
prosperity and strength of the socialist fatherland. 


Speaking from the point of view of level of economic development and scientific 
and technical bases, we are carrying out the scientific-technological 
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revolution under conditions of not having a heavy machine industry like the 

ones found in the capitalist countries or even like the one in the Soviet Union. 
Wwe are carrying out the scientific-technological revolution under the circumstances 
of advancing from small-scale production to large-scale socialist production; 
although our material-technical bases and scientific-technical premises are 

not developed, we do possess a very progressive political system, the system of 
collective ownership. We are carrying out the scientific-technological 

revol ition under the conditions of a poor and backward country that has 
experienced prolonged, savage warfare. We are carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution under conditions in which the number of Ph.D, doctoral 
cendidates and skilled workers is not sufficient but our party knows how to 
apply Marxism-Leninism, to uncover and correctly apply the laws governing 
utruggle to transform society amd conquer nature; in addition, our people are 
very diligent, intelligent and creative in labor. We are carrying out the 
sclentific-technological revolution under conditions in which we have the 
forces of the entire nation, have the people of Vietnam who have experienced 
revolutionary struggle, experienced combat and production and been reorganized 
in combat as well as production. 


Where are we carrying out the scientific-technological revolution? It is not 

in Europe, not in the United States nor in another socialist country, but in 
the Socialist epublic of Vietnam, in our country. Thus, what kind of country 
is our country, what is its terrain? Our country has the Red River Delta, the 
Mekong River Delta, forests, vast ocean waters and rich natural resources. Ours 
is a country in the tropical zone, consequently, the questions of food, 
clothing, shelter and so forth as well as scientific and technical questions 
differ somewhat from other countries. 





We are carrying out the scientific-technological revolution under international 

conditions in which the socialist countries have become strong, the nationalist, 
independent countries are ascending and the imperialist countries are descending 
and unde ' conditions in which science and technology in the world are developing 
at a tert bdly rapid rate. 


Jo, these are the conditions under which we are carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution, these are the characteristics of this revolution. 

I do not wish to state irrevocably that these are the only characteristics 
because we are still in the process of discussing them; if you wish to add 

to them it would not pose any problem. However, one characteristic must be kept 
in mind, namely, that we are carrying out the scientific-technological 
revolution in a tropical mne country not a temperate zone country, in Vietnam, 
not in the USSR or China and not, of course, in France or the United States. 

In summary, we are carrying out the scientific-technological revolutior with 
Vietnamese, with the political system and economy of Vietnam, with the 

natural conditions of Vietnam, with today’s international conditions. We 

must grasp these characteristics in order to determine the laws and set forth 
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the common and the specific objectives of the scientific-technological 
revolution in our country. Science cannot be separated from the daiiy 

life of the people, rather, the purpose of science is to bring comfort and 
happiness to the people. When engaged in scientific and technical work, we 
must think of newborn infants, of newly married couples who have no house, 
of students, of the kind of life mothers live; at the same time, we must 
think about the future of the science, technology and culture of our country 
as well. Therefore, we must have a firm grasp of the economic and cultural 
objectives of the party set forth in the 15-20 year plan and the 1976-1950 
Five Year Plan. 


In addition, what else must we grasp? Whenever we perform scientific an 
technical work we must build our scientific and technical potentials, build 

our corps of scientific and technical cadres and accelerate scientific anc 
technical activities at research facilities, at colleges and production 
installations, at cooperatives, within the districts and provinces, within 
every sector and among the working people. We must builca our sc entific and 
technical potentials amo‘ all our people in order to prepare the conditions 
needed to make progress in the future. Among these conditions are the 
objectives of scientific and technical activities for the next 1 to 20 years: 
developing Vietnamese science and technology to the advanced level in the 
world, insuring the people of a life of comfort and happiness in accordance 
with the economic plan of the state so that we Vietnamese live a very beautiful 
and happy life and creating large scientific and technical potenials consisting 
of many Ph.D.‘s, doctoral candidates and engineers, particularly many technical 
workers and outstanding collective farmers, and especially all tie people 
understanding the laws of society and the laws of nature and exercising a 

high level of mastery of society, nature and themselves. On this basis, 

we must create a powerful force for carrying out the scientific-technological 
revolution in our country, thereby laying the basis for achievim; a higher 
level of scientific and technical development. 


‘ne position of the scientific-technological revolution in the socialist 
revolution in our country is very important and its tasks are very weighty 

and difficult, consequently, we must have a correct method of working in 

order for this revolution to develop rapidly. It is not right for us to 
calculate that we need so many Ph.D.‘s and doctoral candidates, so much money 
and capital and so forth to bring us close to other countries before beginning 
the scientific-technological revolution. We must have our own method of working. 
Our method of working must insure that in the next 15 to 20 years we advance 

from our low starting point to building the material-technical bases of 
socialism and gradually meet the rising material and cultural needs of the 


people. 
During this conference there will be much debate. You who participate in this 


debate might raise many matters, but I think that you should proceed from the 
specific to the general, should proceed to the general on the basis of our 
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economic objectives. Science requires abstract thinking, but this is no 
reason to not be specific. We absolutely must vely upon our economic objectives; 
we cannot be shallow or merely look at immediate objectives. In the report 

of the State Science and Technology Vommission, mention is made in many places 
of coordinating the immediate with tiie long range, technology with science, 

the applied sciences with the basic sciences. The basic sciences have their 
own importance. If we want to reach the level of advanced science and 
technology in the world, it would be a mistake to attach light imp “ance 

to the applied sciences, but it would also be a mistake to give ligh attention 
to the basic sciences. There must also be coordination between the sc ‘al 
sciences and the natural sciences. Due to time limitation, you must focus on 
necessary matters and illustrate them in concrete examples that everyone can 
understand. A scientific conference generally delves into specific, specialized 
subjects; at this conference, however, we are discussing the general first in 
order to reach a higher level of agreement with one another corcerning basic 
matters and then delve into specifics. 


In this spirit, I am confident that this conference will more clearly define 

a number of basic matters relating to the scientific-technological revolution 
in our country, that is, define the position of this revolution, clearly state 
a number of its characteristics and define some of its laws, objectives, 
guidelines and stages. As regaris other matters, such as the cadre policy, for 
example, feel free to state whatever opinion you have. Let us work with a 
scientific attitude, that is, engage in serious thought, think freely and 
engage in debate (say what is correct, what is incorrect, this is the only 

way to be scientific); let us respect the truth, work together to find the 
truth and, on this basis, unite more closely and move forward. 


I would like to convey to you the very best wishes of Ba and To. I wish our 
conference fine success. 


FOO i NOTES 


1. che resolution of the 24th Party Plenum. 
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Importance of Eastern Medicine Stressed 
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[2 October 1976 speech by Vo Nguyen Giap at the Conference of Scientiiic am 
Technical Cadres 7 


4 Text _/ I want to tell you why this conference includes a report on ess*tern 
medicine. 


In the process of preparing for this conference, when the comrades at the 

State Science and Technology Commission listed the subjects of tne variou’ 
reports, I noticed that too little attention was being given to the meiical 
sector, and of the various reports on medical science, none dealt with eastern 
medicine. Yet, one of the basic spirits of the several matters we are ciscussing 
is that the scientific-technological revolution must be basei on the realities 
of Vietram. Thus, I asked the comrades-in-charge whether we should prepare 

a report on eastern medicine with the intention of possible relating soweth ing 
from the old and diverse realities of our eastern medicine to the general 
matters pertaining to our method of performing scientific work. 


We have said that the most important characteristic of the socialis* 

revolution in our country is the advance from small-scale production to 
lagge-scale socialist production. Marx maintained that the material pre- 
requisite of socialism is a highly socialized system of heavy machine production. 
When the October Revolution achieved success, Russia had some capitalist 

heavy industry. However, because Russia was still backward in many ways, 

Lenin set forth the task of carrying out socialist industrialization. Later, 
he once said that a backward agricultural country could advance to socialisn 
without experiencing the stage of capitalist development, He also said thit 

it is only possible to advance directly to socialism with the heip of the 
proietariat in those countries in which the socialist revolutior has achie/ed 
success. Creatively applying Marxism-Leninism, the jrd Congress of our 

party established the line on the socialist revolution in our country as 
advancing from being a country whose economy is precominately one of small. 
scale production ani backward agricultural production directly to socialisi. 

At that time, the party's line was not as well defined as it is today. However, 
on the basis of adhering to general laws, our party adopted a very correct 
policy, the policy of not waiting until socialist industrialization had bern 
carried out before carrying out agricultural cooperativization, the policy 

of carrying out cooperativigation as soon as the sympathy and support of tne 
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masses were gained. Tne USSR waited until socialist industrialization reuwuwzed 
a certain level of development before collectivizing agriculture; it was not 
until 1929 that the mass of peasants joined collective farms. In our country, 
we virtually completed agricultural cooperativ)zation in the North before 
tractors had been sent to the districts and provinces. At that time, our 

Party Central Committee held a discussion and very quickly reached the unanimous 
conclusion that we had to continue accelerating socialist industrialization in 
order to create new material-technical bases for cooperatives and create a 

new production force in order to strengthen and perfect the newly established 
socialist production relations. 


Now, aS we carry out the three revolutions and continue to carry out socialist 
industrialization to meet the requirements of the laws of the socialist 
revolution and socialist construction and very creatively apply Marxisz- 
Leninism to the specific conditions of our country, we must determine the laxs 
governing the advance from small-scale production to large-scale socialist 
production and the internal laws of the development of Vietnamese society in 
the new stage. The assistance of the fraternal countries is very important; 
however, of decisive importance is the need for our party to determine the 
internal laws of the development of our country's economy in the advance from 
small-scale production to large-scale socialist production. Therefore, we 
must practice self-reliance, must rely upon ourselves. It is essential that 
we determine the internal laws of development, the laws governing the advance 
by Vietnamese society, the laws of tle internal development of the economy of 
Vietnam, an economy built by the Vie‘.namese using primarily the natural 
resources of Vietnam. We must practice self-reliance because things grow 
primarily as a result of their own laws of internal development. Therefore, 
it is not enough to merely have a grasp of universal truths, we gust also 

have a grasp of specific truths. We have acquired tremendous aid from the 
fraternal countries and this is a correct policy; however, it would be incorrect 
to not realize tit we must practice self-reliance. 


Recently, we waged an armed struggle that was victorious because we practiced 
self-reliance, even though the majority of our weapons were provided by the 
fraternal countries. However, if we did not have these weapons, would we have 
fought? Of course we would! And, could we have won victory? To be sure, it 
would have been much more difficult, but we would have surely won victory! In 
the August Revolution and from the August Revolution until 1950, we were encircled 
by imperialism. After 1950, we fought the French, using primarily weapons taken 
from the enemy. And, in the end, we were victorious. We had no tanks but 
defeated an enemy that had tanks; we had no heavy artillery, but defeated an 
enemy that had heavy artillery; we had no aircraft, but defeated an enemy 








that had aircraft. For this reason, Uncle Ho recently said tnat our troop 
fought very well, not losing a single aircraft. He said this so tnat ‘foreigners 
could understand how well Vietnam fought, that we fought the French imperialists 
for 9 consecutive years without losing a single aircraft! However, *he truth 
is that our air force suffered no losses because we had no aircraft. in tne 
war of resistance against the United States, although we had aircraft, aissiles 
and other modern equipment, we still practiced self-reliance. Sucn is t» 

law of the internal development of things, and we must understand it ‘n tni 
spirit. 


In wiilding socialism in accordance with the laws of the internal development 

of our country’s society we must, therefore, rely upon what we have. Ad, «0a 
do we have? We must rely upon our people, our system, the natural resource: 

of the country and our existin~ material-technical bases. Of course, we mc. 
Still do everything possible to acquire the knowledge of mankind ina must at‘ach 
full importance to becoming the masters of the entirety of mankind's knowledge; 
only in this way can we successfully build communism. We can never ignoran:ly 
ignore the knowledge of mankind. Therefore, we must attend school, .vsolutely 
must study overseas so that we can return to work in Vietnam. ihat which otner 
countries have that we can use we must use to its fullest extent; however, we 
must do this in the spirit of being masters. Therefore, over the past several 
Gays many comrades have said that we must import technology or acquire tecnro.sogy 
in other ways; I think that it is proper to say this but, again, it mist ix 
Said in the spirit of being the masters. We must even display tne spirit o. 
being the masters in the way we speak, must avoid the thinking of relying upon 
others. Relying upon others is not consistent with the interna) laws of the 
development of ↄ2ur country’s revolution, the deciding factors ir which are 
the Vietnamese man, the intelligence, creativity and organizationsi skiils of 
the Vietnamese. 


It is on the basis of this thinking that I feel the need to include a report 
on eastern medicine. I told the comrades at the Science and Technology 
Commission that we should try to do this even if the preparations we make are 
hasty. I do not feel that we can discuss medical science in Vietnam and talx 
about western medicine but not eastern medicine. At present, there are millions 
of Vietnamese being treated by eastern medicine. This alone is enough to 
indicate the importance of eastern medicine. Moreover, when western medicine 
was not practiced in Vietnam, what did our people do to treat themselves? Has 
not our nation survived and developed? Have we not had ways to treat our ill? 
Of course we have! Is this not true? And, what is truth? The truth is that 
which is proven in practice. In the past, it has been the practice of our 
people who become ill to cure themselves through eastern medicine. In the 
treatment of illnesses by eastern medicine is there a truth? [here is, indeed, 
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a truth because it reflects objective circumstances. However, because we have 
not determined the scientific causes of cures, this truth has not been applied 
in a scientific manner nor has it been perfected. 


I would now Jike to relate a stozy to you. While Uncle Ho was in Tan Trao, 
he became i’1 one day, so ill that he was delerious. That day, I was the only 
person by his side, yet still he was delerious. I did not know what to do. 
I went and found a physician in the Jocality. He was a Dao Tribveman and, 
although I have looked for him, I have never seen him again. When he arrived, 
I told him how seriously il] Uncle Ho was and asked if he could cure him. He 
said; “I can.” He then went out and picked a few leaves, I do not know what 
kind, roasted them, mixed them in a bowl of gruel and gave it to Uncle Ho to 
drink. When he finished drinking it, Uncle Ho fell asleep. When he awoke the 
next morni.,, he was hungry and wanted something to eat. One day later, Uncle 
Ho was weil. And, that was it! If he had been attended by a practitioner of 
western medicine, the physician would have surely required medical tests and 
mot given him something to take. In fact, I am positive that he would not 
have given him something to take. Yet, what was in the leaves? I myself once 
had a similar experience. It happened while I was working in the ethnic 
minority area of Cao Bang. One day, I developed a fever. The owner of the 
house at which I was staying, a village doctor, said: with a fever like that, 
you should stay here; I'll bring you some medicine. Then, he took a single 
leaf (I still remember that it was a leaf from a "Nu Ao” tree) and made for 
me a liquid to drink. After I drank it, I covered myself with the blanket 
and fell asleep. However, when the fever occurred a secon’ time, I took another 
dose of this liquid but it only helped a little, it did not cure me completely. 
Thus, there are still aspects of this treataent that we do not understand! 


When the Vietnam propaganda unit was born, we had practically no western 
drugs at all. I had malaria for two and one-half months tut had only one 
token quinine tablet. The physician in the liberation army carried only one 
bag containing several types of leaves. He used them to treat anyone who came 
Gown with a fever. Yet, he still managed to treat some illnesses. 


Even today, in some regiments of our army 5} percent of illnesses are treated 
by a combination of western and eastern medicines, in 30 percent of the cases 
only eastern medicine is used. I have often criticized the failure of sone 
military medical units to attach importance to eastern medicine. I say “some” 
units to avoid offending many persons. Actually, eastern medicine is very 
worthy of attentions therefore, when *valuating the work of the Ministry of 
Public Health, our leaders check to see whether the policy of coordinating 
western medicine with eastern medicine has been implemented. Using eastern 
medicine is a practice of our nation, a truth our nation has learned. But 
why do we not value it. Therefore, I said that there must be a report on 
eastern medicine to show that the nation of Vietnam has grown by relying upon 
its intellect, its intelligence. There are many medicinal plants in Vietnan 











that can be used to treat our people. The intelligence of the Vietmamese has 
resolved some of the problems related to the treatment of iiinesses. O: course, 
we must use both eastern medicine and western medicine. However, shenever 
eastern and western physicians meet, one smiles as the other talas. nus, »nere 
does the truth lie? This is an obstinate attitude, one that must ce ch@.gec. 


I feel that the report on eastern medicine was 4 good report. in easvern 
medicine as well as western medicine, we must move forsard on our own and 
acquire the medical achievements of the world. This is the spirit in #nicn 
socialist construction must be carried out, without this spirit there car cc 

no socialist construction. In the public health sector, in eastern sccicine 

as well as western pedicine, it is incorrect for you to not coordinate eastern 
medicine and western medicine. [he failure to coordinate eastern medicine 

with western medicine or western gedicine with eastern medicine is contrary 

to the public health line of the party. Here, I would like to expeunc spor 
this subject so that we cultivate a greater spirit of self-reliance, of ‘inmeim 
on our own, of closely coordinating eastern medicine and westerr medicine in 
order to provide better nedical treatment. In my opinion, coordinating eastern 
medicine and western medicine is only one step; we must also corduct research 
in order to scientifically explain both western medicine and eastern nedicine 
and coordinate them within a unified Vietnamese medical science. Science | 

not only found in western medicine but in eastern medicine as weil, because 
eastern medicine's ability to treat diseases proves that it is scientific. 

In nature, there are many types of laws, not simply one type, and we must discover 
all the various types of laws. The two types of laws discovered oy easter. 
medicine and western medicine must be coordinated in one extity in waleh ‘ney 
supplement one another and develop together, not exist inde»emently of each 
other. We must correct the situation of one side practicing empiriciss whiie 
the other side maintaining that only western wedicine is scientific. “his 

is not true. There is science in eastern wzedicine ard we must detirmine what 
these scientific principles are, must determine the scientific basic o/ 

eastern medicine and unite both eastern. medicine and western medicine within 
one system of medical science. This is my opinion and it is only an opinion 
for us to discuss, it is not a directive. 


I shall speak some more on this sub ject so that you do not begin to think in 

a mechanical manner, do not blindly worship what they do in foreign countries, 
but instead seek the truth in the realities of the thousands of years o! 
activities of the nation and, as a result, become sore confident in you own 
capabilities. Now, how do eastern and western medicine take a person's pulse? 
In eastern medicine, the pulse is checked on both the left and right sides of 
the body. Is this correct? I feel that there must be a reason for this. When 
measuri ..* ood pressure, the physician sometimes measures it in both arm 
and fi each arm gives a different reading. This means that one side of 
the body .s iferent from the other sidi. In western medicine, the pulse and 
blood pressu:e are measured to detect diseases of the heart and irteries; 
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eastern eedicine, however, can detect gauch more. Is this not enough to cause 
uS to begin seeking the truth? 


During a recent visit to a regiment, I met a western physician ww is deeply 
engrossed in the study of eastern medicine and has combined western and eastern 
medicine in his treataents. He has cured 25 cases of poisonous snake bite. 

In one case, the victin had been bitten 2 hours earlier, was near death and 
was unable to talk; however, within 2 to 3 hours after an ointazent was applied 
to the bite, he was well and, by the next day, he was walking normally. I 
Summoned the physician and asked where he had found such a “alraculous” cure: 
for snake bite. He informed me that he discovered it while recruiting soldiers 
in a village in the south of former Bac Ninh Province, a village where the 
trade of catching snakes is practiced. There is a household in the village 
that raises several hundred snakes. One member of the hcusehold, an old san, 
specializes in catching snakes for sale. Through his contact with poisonas 
snakes, he has developed antidotes to treat snake bites. The doctor went there 
and gradually learned these antidotes. And, by the time I met him, he had 
treated and cured 25 cases of poisonous snake bite. Thus, is not the treatzent 
of poisonous snake bite victins a reality? Is not science involved in this 
treatment? Of course, it is! At present, this doctor is having a pharmaceuticei 
research institute analyze these antidotes to determine the scientific principles 
underlying their efficacy. Of course, I have not directed ay attention to the 
treatment of snake bite due to a desire on my part to gain a deep understanding 
of the medical sector. My purpose has been to determine the nature of this 
practice. In fact, the truth ev»rged at a place where the danger of smake bite 
is most acute; there, through everyday practice, man’s intelligence found a 
cure for snake bite. And, in Nam Bo there are cures for persons bitten by 
even more poisonous snakes. This is what one cadre has told ne. 


Discovering laws, finding the truth in the daily activities of man is the 
Marxist-Leninist method of learning. Being imbued with Marxism-Leninism means 
progressing from daily practice to the truth, means knowing how to determine 
the laws of the internal development of things through the realities of the 
social activities of the working people, the nation. The significance of the 
report on eastern medicine is to help us to correctly and clearly raise this 
matter, no’ to show that eastern medicine is Marxist-Leninist in content. As 
for weeit, I feel that this report is of major significance. However, I would 
like to remind you that we cannot be satisfied with the experience we have 

so far gained in coordinating eastern ami western medicine. We must raise 
the matter of building a modern system of medical and pharmaceutical science 
in our country on the basis of unifying and integrating eastern ani western 
medicine in accordance with scientific principles. 


Thus, today I have spoken to you about medicine and about philosophy. On the 
basis of this talk on eastern and western medicine, we should give more 
thought to how truth is recognized, to how to bulld socialism and to the 
fundamental matters of the scientific-technological revolution in our country. 
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of Scientific and /echnical vadres” 


[sext_] Dear presidiun, 
Dear comrades, 


rollowing several days of work and through the presentations and reports of 
many comrades, the conference of scientific and technical cadres convened by 
the Office of the Premier and the State Science and Technology Commission has 
achieved good results. 


I shall speak to you today by way of a general review of the conference, if 

you wish, because it is time for this conference to conclude; you may also 

call it a preliminary review because the matters discussed during this corference 
must continue to be discussed at subsequent coiiferences. 


In attendance at this conference have been scientific and technical cadres 
representing the variouw sectors, ministries ami institutes and persons engaged 
in the management of science and technology in addition to comrades from the 
institutes of the Social Sciences Commission, the State Planning Commission and 
the economic management agencies. Many other comrades were invited but their 
work prevented them from attending. We have also not heard from scientific 
and technical cadres in the southern provinces or overseas. 


Our conference had the honor of welcoming and listening to Pham Van Donz, 
member of the Political Bureau and premier. He was very enthused over the 
revolutionary zeal <* the serious, intense and thorough method of working 
of our scientific and technical cadres. Once again I convey to you his words 
of praise. 


Over the past several days, we have worked successfully and confirmed a number 
of basic matters of the scientific-technological revolution in our country on 

















the basis of firmly grasping the line of our party. We did not take the 
position at this conference of resolwing each and every problem, especially 
those regarding specific policies and measures. It is not that these matters 
are unimportant, but that they cannot be resolved at one conference. 


Over the past several days while talking with you scientific and technical 
cadres, I have seen that you feel very highly honored to be a soldier on the 
scientific and technical front. I have also seen that more than a few 
scientific and technical cadres do not have a full understanding of the 

task of scientific and technical cadres in a country building socialism, such 
as ours. 


In the history of man, technology emerged at an early date and has always 

been closely linked to the process of labor; at a certain stage, man's 
recognition of science was born and man began to generalize the laws of the 
world around him more fully and deeply. At some point in time, this recognition 
of science had a reciprocal impact of some force upon and stimulated the 
development of technology and production. 


However, in societies with classes, science and technology have generally 
been separated from the worker; science and technology are the property of the 
ruling class instead of serving the working people. Although science and 
technology emerged from the process of productive labor, with the worsening 
of working conditions, they became something outside, something in opposition 
to labor. This situation has left rather clear impressions on the thinking 
of the masses. Even in our country today, when we stress that we must attach 
importance to science and technology, some persons still feel that this is 
somewhat “bourgeois.” 


we generally feel that a person who is a political leader must possess very 
nigh revolutionary qualities, that someone who is a military commander must also 
possess very high revolutionary qualities whereas someone who is a scientific- 
technical cadre must be skilled in his field of specialization but need only 
possess “mediocre” revolutionary qualities. [his is an incorrect and harmful 
concept. therefore, one matter of importance is, as many of you have stated, 
giving our scientific and technical cadres a fuller awareness of the fact that 
they are on the key revolutionary front of the party, that the scientific 

and technical cadre must be a revolutionary soldier. for this reason, while 
raising and discussing the basic matters of the sc\entific-technological 
revolution, we have not forgotten the organization”. policies and measures 
that must be enacted; however, we realize that we must first not only show 
scientific and technical cadres the honor that is theirs, but also give them 
the deep understanding that they are a revolutionary soldier and show them 
their full responsibility. In evaluating the results of the conference, we 
must first realize that, from this point of view, our conference has begun to 
achieve resulte. 
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One other point I would like to make is that after meeting «ith several 

comrades engaged in economic work and a number in scientific and tecanical 

work, I have seen that Lenin's very basic directive that the planning of the 
economy be prepared for by science and strengthened by technology has rot 

been fully implemented in the planning of our country’s economy. You who are 
involved in economic planning, although you have attached some laportance Lo 
sclence and technology, have not, generally speaking, attached appropriate 
importance to science and technology, even though you agree that the scientliic- 
technological revolution is the key revolution. As regards you who are scientific 
and technical cadres, many of you have given practically no attention to or co 
not know the objectives and tasks of our country’s economic plan. Therefore, 
during this conference, we have tried to show scientific and -echnica’ care: 
that sclence cannot be separated from life, that science cannot stanc oulsice 
life but must support the life of the working people, support the regulresuents 
of the 2asic economic law of socialism, serve the comfort and happiness of the 
people and support the work of protecting the country, national celense work. 
For thi: reason, comrades were invited to this conference to present the 
economi: objectives to you. We gave these reports a relatively important 
positio: and allocated an appropriate amount of time for them. ‘his made an 
importa it contribution to the success of this conference. 


the thicd point I would like to make is that our party has trained a reiatively 
large axd very valuable corps of scientific and technical cadres. However, 
there ace still many problems, very many problems, conceming how these cacres 
are utilized, how their creativity . ould be tapped, toward which objectives 
they should direct their efforts, what their political task should be, ho» 

they should be reorganized and managed, what their working conditions should 
be, etc. cherefore, during this conference we have also wanted you to freely 
express your thoughts, to say what must be done and, above everything elire, to 
talk about the need to reassemble yourselves, to unite, to coordinate and 
cooperate with one another around the principal objectives of the national 
economy and the requirements of the country and abolish all that is fragmentary, 
partial and departmental, abolish all envy and jealously and correct the 
inetficiencies in our organization that decentralize our forces; 11 has also 
been our purpose to gradually create the conditions for our scientific and 
technical cadres to perform better work. 


Science and technology are undertakings of the masses; this is our strength. 

it ics incorrect to think that the scientific-technological revolution is only 
carried out by the corps of scientific and technical cadres. It is also 
incorrect to not attach importance to the position and the role of this 

main foree corps. If we do not also attach importance to the large corps of 
working people, including technical workers and progressive cooperative member 
farmers, we cannot carry out this revolution. Nor is it completely correct for 
us to feel that this revolution is only being carried out by our 22 million 
workers. And, which position do those who will become workers occupy? College 
students, general school students and the children in kindergartens and nursery 
schools--all are related to the scientific-technological revolution. ‘oday, 
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I shall not discuss the ccience of training; however, our work is clearly 
related to educational reform, to instruction at schools. /herefore, we 
invited comrades to address the conference concerning this matter. 


The sclentific-technological revolution is the key revolution; however, it 
cannot be understood or carried out in isolation. For this reason, our 

party has said; the socialist revolution in our country consists of firmly 
maintaining the dictatorship of the proletariat, upholding the right of 
collective ownership of the working people and simultaneously carrying out 

the three revolutions, the key one being the scientific-technological revolution. 
It is impossible to separate the scientific-technological revolution from the 
production relations revolution or the ideological and cultural revolution; 

nor is it possible to separate technology from man or the natural sciences from 
the social sciences. To carry out the scientific-technological revolution we 
must fully realize that the natural sciences are closely related to the social 
sciences or, more directly stated, science and technology are closely related 
to philosophy, economics and the other social sciences. fherefore, during 

this conference, we arranged for a number of reports on the social sciences. 


we thank all the comrades who participated in this conference. Due to reasons 
of time, only 42 of the 5O reports prepared for this conference were delivered. 
We thank those comrades who do not work directly in science and technology but, 
realizing that their work is closely related to science and technology, did 
participate in our conference. 


Thus, in our several days of work, this conference has reflected one basic 
spirits: first, to carry out the scientific-technological revolution, each 
scientific and technical cadre must see himself not as a “pure” specialist 
nor a bourgeois specialist, but as a revolutionary soldier of the party. This 
is the most important polnt. Secondly, scientific and technical cadres must 
realize that whether their field is basic research, applied research or 
developmental research, whether their field is science or technology, it is 
related to life and must support socialist construction in our country. 
.hirdly, we must realize that the scientific-technological revolution must 

be closely linked to the production relations revolution and the ideological 
and cultural revolution. And, finally, we must realize that we must possers 
revolutionary zeal, must unite with and assemble around one another, must 
make every effort to move forward in our thinking as well as our organization, 
rely upon ourselves, display the spirit of ownership and display the spirit of 
creative labor. 


As we saw this morning, the presidium met and, as you have, completely agreed 
with the evaluation that this conference achieved good results, especially 
with regard to the points mentioned above. It is our hope that this conference 
will help to bring about a good change in our scientific and technical work. 
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All the matters you have raised at this conference are worth raising; however, 
we were only able to select the most basic and pressing ones in order to nave 
more time to exchange ideas. Some comrades have told me now we shoulc improve 
information activities and strengthen international relations. Ali o! these 
are necessary. fhe Standing vommittee of the Council of Minister: will give 
its attention to your suggestions and the State Science and Technology Commission 
will record them. fhose problems that can be resolved shall be resoived, 
including those related to strengthening the staff organization, reorganizing 
our forces, etc. We will hold special conferences on the important prodicas. 
Once again, I say that our conference has achieved fine results filled with 
promise. However, this is only an initial victory, one that we will deveiop 
upon in order to achieve larger results. 


wow, I would like to express some thoughts on a number of matters I have touched 
upon over the past several days. hese are the key issues of the sclentific- 
technological revolution, the conditions under which this revolution tees piace, 
the objectives, contents, guidelines, tasks, stages ami forces of this 
revolution. 


I only wish to discuss the main points. 
1. The position of the scientific-technological revolution. 


‘he resolution of the 24th Party Plenum set forth the general iire on the 
socialist revolution and the strategic task of the Vietnamese revolution in 
the new era. 


Yesterday, I told you that socialist construction was presented in the clacsical 
works in the form of broad, very basic guidelines, not in specific, complete 
terms. Marx performed the tremendous service of very deeply researching 
capitalism, discovering the laws of the birth, development and death of 
capitalism and reaching the conclusion that capitalism will inevitably die, 
giving way to socialism, which will surely become reality. And, in the 

works of Marx and Engels, socialism was also presented in general terns. 


dhen in political power after the October Revolution, Lenin, developing upon 
the thinking of Marx and Engels, set forth the line on building socialisa, 
developed the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat, socialist 
industrialization, agricultural collectivization, etc. [hese specifics are 
of tremendous significance in providing guidance and serve as the theoretical 
foundation of the line on socialist construction in those countrivs in which 
the proletariat has seized political power and fs building the new society. 
However, today the socialist countries are still looking for new «experiences 
in order to build the material-technical bases of communism, of developed 
socialism. this situation proves that socialism is still an emer,sing and 
developing historic event. 
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AS Soon as it was born, our party established the revolutionary line in our 
country as carrying out the people's national democratic revolution and 
advancing to the socialist revolution without experiencing the capitalist 
stage. How are we to bypass the stage of capitalism? According to the theory 
of Marx, socialism can only be built upon the basis of large-scale machine 
production that reached a high level of development in capitalism. Following 
the success of the October Revolution, Russia, although it was a country in 
which capitalism had begun to develop, was still basically a country of peasants. 
‘herefore, to build socialism, the USSK set forth the task of socialist 
industrialization, of building the heavy machine industry, considering it to 
be the central task in retooling the sectors of the national economy on the 
basis of modern technology. Socialist construction in the USSR occurred ir 

a process of extremely urgent industrialization and only when industry reached 
a certain level of development and was producing tractors and plows were 
peasants introduced to the collective way of life. 


san backward countries such as ours in which capitalism has not developed and 
in which there is no developed imiustrial base advance to socialism? Lenin 
often said that a backward agricultural country is fully capable of advancing 
directly to socialism without experiencing the stage of capitalist development 
as long as it has the competent support of the proletariat that has successfully 
carcyed out the revolution in the fraternal countries, that is, the support of 
the heavy machine industry of the fraternal socialist countries. How is this 

to be done in our country? Following the victory of Dien Bien Ph: and the 
liberation of the North, the most important characteristic of the socialist 
revolution in North Vietnam became advancing from small-scale proiuction 
directly to large-scale socialist production. By which course is this advance 
to be carried out? Must we rest the success or failure of socialist construction 
on the support provided by the socialist countries? Of course, this support 

is extremely necessary and extremely important. However, our party gradually 
vecame increasingly aware that we had to chart our own course to socialism 

and advance to socialism primarily under tre internal laws of our soc! >ty, 


primarily by means of the development of the internal forces of our country's 
revolution. 


foday is not a time to talk about armed struggle; however, I feel that it must 
be said that many aspects of armed struggle can help us in our thinking to 
resolve the problems we face at present. In war, the two most revolutionary 
factors are man and technology. In the recent revolutionary war, the 
technological gap between ourselves and the enemy was terrifying. However, 

with the brave and resourceful Vietnamese, with creative methods X organization 
and by fully utilizing the material means at our disposal, we creited an 
extremely large combined strength. It can be said that there hav» been two 
major inventions in the field of military affairs in the 20th Century; the 
atomic bomb and the people‘’s war. 
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Following the civil war in the USSR and in tne face of the very difcsicuit 
situation that existed at the start of economic construction, Lenin saic 

that the factors which led to victory during the years of the civil war wouc 
also lead to victory in socialist construction. Those factors are socialist 
awareness, a unified will and self-consciousness of the mass of workers and 
farmers, revolutionary heroism and organization and discipline; therefore, 

it is necessary to bring to economic construction organization, discipiine, 

a single will and socialist awareness in order to advance socialism to victory. 


Ly summarizing the experiences of socialist construction in the horth an. 
applying all our party's experiences in leading the revolution and the 
revolutionary war in past years while examining the experiences of the fraternal 
countries, our Party Central Committee has constantly improved the wine on the 
socialist revolution in our country. As stated in the resolution o: the 2th 
Party Plenum, this line is: "Firmly maintaining the dictatorship of t 
proletariat, upholding the right of collective ownership of tne workim people, 
simultaneously carrying out the three revolutions (the production relations 
revolution, the scientific-technological revolution and the ideologica. an 
cultural revolution, the key one being the scientific-technologi-al revolution), 
accelerating socialist industrialization, building the system of large-scale 
socialist production, building the system of socialist collective ownership 

and molding new socialist persons; abolishing the exploitation o: man by man; 
abolishing poverty and backwardness...; uniting all the people aid enceavoring 
to build a socialist Vietnamese fatherland that has a modern industry, modern 
agriculture, strong national defense system, progressive culture and science 
and a civilized and happy life.” 


fhis general line confirms that there absolutely must be a dictatorship of the 
proletariat and that this dictatorship of the proletariat must always be closely 
linked to the right of collective ownership of the working people. The 
dictatorship of the proletariat is a dictatorship that must thoroughly implement 
the line of the party, that is, the line of the working class, not the iine of 
any other class. It has only one line, the line of the proletariat, the line 
of Marxism-Leninism. While the dictatorship of the proletariat insures the 
thorough implementation of the line of one class, it also guarantees the right 
of collective ownership of the working people under the leadership of the 
working class. Therefore, Lenin said that the dictatorship of tie proletariat 
state is a state unlike any other that preceded it because it is the suppression 
of a minority of counter-revolutionaries by the majority and is in effective 
tool in building the new social system. Thus, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat is the pinnacle of development of the right of ownership of the 
laboring people, workers, collective farmers and socialist intellectuals; 

it enables them to work together to build socialism and gives every working 
person the right of ownership under the leadership of the workins; class and 

in accordance with the line of the working class. 
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Havirg begun the socialist revolution am socialist construction, our party 
set forth the task of building the system of socialist collective ownership. 

In the society with exploiting classes, the masses were still the creators of 
history but this creativity was spontaneous in nature. According to Engels, 
this was the period of the pre-history of man. The true history of man only 
began when the working class seized political power and established the right 
of ownership of the working people. che working class and working people are 
the masters of society, the masterc of nature, the mistersof themselves and the 
masters of their fatherland’s destiny. Speaking from this point of view, we 
are fully capable in the new era of discovering the laws of development of 

our society and have the full freedom to act in accordance with these laws in 
order to consciously advance our society, our fatherland to the pinnacle of 
civilization and happiness. f[hus, the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
right of collective ownership of the working people are a very basic viewpoint, 
are prerequisites to carrying out the socialist revolution, to carrying out 

the three revolutions. 


Our party says that the three revolutions must be carried out simultaneously, 
that the three revolutions must be united as one. [hey must be carried out 
Simultaneously, must be united as one in order to move our society forward. 

In this integration of relationships, the scientific-technological revolution is 
the key. Over the past several days, you have been asking why the scientific- 
technological revolution is the key. It is the key because in order to advance 
from small-scale production and very umierdeveloped material-technical bases in 
our country directly to large-scale socialist production, we absolutely must 
create 4 modern industrial-agricultural structure and firmly adhere to the 
central task of socialist industrialization; the purpose of the scientific- 
technological revolution is to carry out this central task am create these 
modern material-technical bases. Only in this way can we turn the present 
system of production, one characterized primarily by decentralized manual 

labor, an underdeveloped division of labor, low productivity, low returns and 
poor quality work into a system of large-scale socialist production characterized 
by mechanization, electrification, automation and the application of chemistry, 
into a system of centralized, specialized, federated and cooperativized 
production, reorganize labor on a large scale, apply the latest achievene: ts 

of science and technology in the world and develop and efficiently utilize the 
labor and natural resources of the country; only in this way can we successfully 
build socialism in our country. 


Reorganizing production is a matter related to the production relations 
revolution, to the scilentific-technological revolution, to production forces. 
And, once labor has been reorganized, guiding this organization is the work 
of the science of management. Strengthening management, improving management, 
perfecting the management system within each installation and then on a 
nationwide scale are matters involved in accelerating the deveiopment of 
production forces as well as transivrming old production relations and 
establishing and perfecting new production relations. This entire process 
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is carried out by man, by the new man with his high spirit of coliective 
ounership, love of work, love of socialica and high level of culture, sclence 
amd technology. fherefore, the three revolutions must go hand in hand, nut 
be carried out simultaneously. Only in this way can we create a combined 
ctrength and gove the entire economy of our co:mtry forward. 


de have adopted the policy of carrying out the scientific-technological 
revolution and consider it to be the key revolution; however, what are the 
stages of development of this revolution, what is its starting point? ‘he 
starting point of the scientific-technological revoiution of our country is 
small-scale, decentralized production with outmoded material-technical baces. 
with this as our starting point, must we wait until the heavy machine industry 
has been established before reorganizing production, before carrying out 
agricultural cooperativization or can we, with such material-technical mses, 
immediately begin carrying out the socialist revolution by transfornminr, 
building and reorganizing the social labor force in each field” As lioung Van 
‘hai said yesterday, it would have been impossible for us to wait until we 

hag missiles, aircrait, heavy artillery pieces and so forth, until we organized 
modern branches and services before beginning to fight the United States. In 
the past, shen we were still surrounded, ‘hiang Kai-shek was on the other side 
of the border and we had no material assistance from the outside at ali, we, 
working with patriotic Vietnamese ami with limited equipment ard weapons, 
reorganized ourselves, developed good methods of fighting and advanced to 
victory, and we are still growing. This is the intelligence, creativity, 
heroism and bravery of the Vietnamese. 


Jocialist construction, although governed by different basic laws, invoives 
some problems that are similar to those encountered in war. Although we still 
lack tractors and combines, we have introduced farmers to cooperativization. 
On the basis of rudimentary techniques that have been improved in ways 
developed by us and gradually introducing new science anc technology in 
agriculture, the average yield per hectare has continued to increase. Today, 
in North Vietnam, our cooperativization, although marked by shortcomings, is 
a very large success. In some provinces, the average rice yield is 6 tons 
per hectare or more. Of course, we must now research and resolve many other 
pressing problems, such as water conservancy, seeds, fertilizer, agricultural 
mechanization, etc. Yesterday, one comrade compared the use of chemical 
fertilizers and the extent of mechanization of agriculture in our country to 
a number of other countries. If we only make such simple comparisons without 
Saying anything about other factors, we cannot explain why we have provincer 
that are averaging 5 or 6 tons per hectare. I recently visited a 10 ton 
district and found that their achievement of a high yield is based in science. 


In summary, we must chart the course for carrying out the scientific-technological 
revolution in our country. It is the course of advancing from underdeveloped, 
outmoded material-technical bases to increasingly modern material-technical 

bases by developing upon our strengths, the strength of the three revolutions, 
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the «trength of the dictatorship of tne proletariat and the strength of the 
right of socialist collective omversn' = of the working people. We must tap 

the strencth of the Vietnamese worker. = fectively utilize the material-technical 
bases we have at our disposal, reorganize labor on a nationwide scale and 

lead and manage these forces as best possible. In this way, we will be able 

to achieve high economic returns so that the revolution develops rapidly and 
strongly and successfully completes the tasks set forth by the party. 


Our party's line on the socialist revolution is an extremely correct and 
creative one. It is the line of moving forward in accordance with the internal 
laws of development of the socialist revolution in our country. In the pact, 
under the party's correct and creative political and military lines, our people 
et the brilliant example of a small country with a backward economy and weak 
terial-techical baases defeating every aggressor, including the ringleader of 
perialism, the U.S. imperialist. Today, under the correct and creative line 
on the socialist revolution, we gust endcavor to set the example, and will 
surely set a successful example, of a backward agricultural country advancing 
directly from smail-scale production to large-scale socialist production at 
an unprecedented rate, that is, virtually completing, in the space of 15 tc 
20 years, the construction of the material-technical bases of socialisa and 
successfully building a prosperous and strong socialist Vietnaz. 


2. «he characteristics of the sci «tific-technological revolution in our 
country. 


Under which conditions are we carrying out the scientific-technological 
revolution? This revolution reflects the common characteristics of the 
socialist revolution in our country as pointed out in the resolution of the 
Party Central Committee; however, what are the specific characteristics of 

the sclentific-technological revolution? From the report of the State Science 
and Technology Commission and tr: reports by you, the following characteristics 
can be presented; 


First, we are carrying out the sclentific-technological revolution under 
circumstances in which the system in our country is the socialist system. At 
present, a vast ccientific-technological revolution is occurring in the world, 
within the system of capitalist countries as well as the system of socialict 
countries. In the capitalist countries, this revolution serves the profit 
objectives of the monopolistic capitalists. fhis revolution is occurring 
within a society of classes that are antagonistic toward one another and ir a 
very serious economic crisis. ‘he internal difficulties and antagonisas of 
capitalism have increasingly impedea the development of the scientific- 
technological revolution. [his is clearly evident in the rate of economic 
growth of many capitalist countries. From 1950 to 1968 and 1969, in keepirg 
with the development of the scientific-technological revolution, the economies 
of many capitalist countries grew at the annual rate of 5-6 percent. However, 








since 1970, the economies of the capitalist countries have become increasingly 
mired in a serious general crisis. As a result, in a nupder of countries, such 
as Japan, the rate of economic growth has declined during certain periocs and 
fallen to zero during one year. Besides the crisis of surplus production and 
the market crisis,there are also the raw material crisis and the energy crisis. 


And, what has been the situatio: with the system of socialist countries” che 
superior nature of the socialist system has become imreasingly evicen:. irior 
te 1917, there was not one socialist country; in 1917, the first socialist country 
was born. At that time, the industrial production of the USSR constituted 

only several percentage points of the world’s industrial produc*ion. A‘ter 
World War II, a host of socialist countries was born. Since then, a number of 
other socialist countries have been born, there are even several socialist 
countries on the Indochina peninsula. The industrial output of tne socialist 
countries has increased to 49 percent of world industrial output. Soon, 0) 

the year 2000, many more progressive changes will occur in the wor.d. ‘ompared 
to the capitalist system, the socialist system is the best socio-ecoromic 
foundation for the development of science amd technology because the reculrement 
of the fundamental economic law of socialism is to satisfy the risii, a:terial 
and cultural needs of the working people. Here, man has become the master, 

man is building the new society. As a result, the scilentific-tecnhnolorica: 
revolution has developed with increasing strength in the socialist countries. 


Recently, a comrade involved in historical work said that the center of a 
civilization moved from one place to another. We are very proud that our 
civilization, from the Dong Son culture, the Van Lang culture and the Dal Viet 
culture to the culture of today, has continuously developed in the country of 
Vietnam, thus strengthening the culture of socialist Vietnam. ‘his civilization 
has not moved at all, but has kept developing and comtantly been built and 
developed on the basis of socialism. Socialism is the best politicai, 

economic and social base for the development of the sclentific-technological 
revolution. this ic very different from the scientific-technological 
revolution in the capitalist countries. 


secondly, we are carrying out the sclentific-technological revolution under 

the conditions of advancing froma backward agricultural economy characterized 
vy cmali-scale production directly to large-scale socialist production. Within 
Such a backward economy, material-technical bases are very weak and industry 

is underdeveloped. One comrade has cited the following figure; the present 
level of mechanization in the four sectors of industry, agriculture, 
communications-transpoertation and construction is only 10 percent. One pe:son 
has caid it is only 7.8 percent. At some places in the South, the level of 
mechanization in plowing and harrowing is rather high. Generally speaking, 
however, manual labor still accounts for 90 percent of the work performed. 

eith such a low level of mechanization how to upgrade manual labor to mechanized 
labor becomes an extremely important question. [he comrade who reported or. 


61 

















machinery the other dz, should have discucsed this point inctead of nerely 
raising it. He is not aware of what our starting point is, does not see this 
characterictic of the sclentific-technological revolution in our country. 


dithin cuch a backward economy, labor hac not been efficiently reorganized and 
the deployment and divicion of labor are also inefficient; therefore, labor 
productivity cannot be raised. In cummary, material-technical bases are 
umierdeveloped and the most important production force, the worker, has not 
been efficiently deployed or organized: there are few people at places where 
there are many natural resources and many people at places with few natural 
resources. Therefore, redeploying the labor force will immediately have the 
impact of raising social labor productivity and increasing our wealth. 


Is redeploying the labor force a matter related to production forces or 
production relations? If we send about 1 million persons to the Central 
Highlands, we will be sending a production force there; at the same tine, 
organizing this force into state farms or cooperatives, for example, is a 
matter related to production relations. fhe importance lies not in what the 
deployment of labor is related to, but in actually redeploying this labor in 
order to correct the inefficient situation that now exists. In the Hed fiver 
Delta, the population density is as high as 1,000 persons per square kilometer 
at some places; however, there are other areas where there are only 12-20 
persons per square kilometer, even though these are areas of fertile land and 
many natural resources. Legend says that our forebearers bore 100 children, 
SO of whom went into the mountains and 5O of whom went into the lowlands; the 
majority of us, however, are now in the lowlands and aidlands. Wow, therefore, 
some must go to the mountains and some must go to the coastal areas. his 
point was very correctly, very scientifically raised by the Hung Kings. 





“hirdly, there are the characteristics of the Vietnamese themselves. At 
present, we have a population of 50 alllion, 42 million of whom are workers. 

in the next 5 years, we must provide jote for roughly 6 aillion workers. The 
comrades in the Political Bureau remind us that we gust be farsighted, must 
look further into the future. ‘here are now more than 4 billion persons in the 
world; 30 years from now, the world’s population aight increase to 6 or 7 
billion. In Vietnam, we must also look 30 years into the future when our 
population might be 70 or 80 million. At present, we have 22 million wrkers; 
although they are patriotic and love socialisa, their level of patriotism and 
love of socialism differs. The report of the Social Sciences Coamission, although 
brief, did state that the work skills and manual skilis of the Vietnasese 
worker are not underdeveloped. At one time in history, the ocean vessels of 
Vietnam were the best in Southeast Asia; at other times, the weapons of Vietnan 
were among the best in the Orient; the silk of Vietnam is famous for its 
Gurabiiity and beauty. Jocialism #ill surely yield more and more good and 
beautiful products that meet international standards. 











che reorzanization of the intelligent, orave, diligent anc creative sworn: 
of Vietnam will create a tremendous strength. Lenin said that soclalla souls 
win victory in Russia because the j-year civil war taught the fuss.ans 4 Lesson 


ami <howed them how to reorganize themelves. Lenin stresoed; organization is 
strength, without organization the working class is nothing; once reorgasiccc, 
the working class is everything. The historic aission assigned to our matics 


has been to fight the enemy, to stand on the frontline of the struggle again t 
inmperialisa for more than 30 years. Our people were reorganised during \ 
war, mot only the armed forces, but all the people; their production anc 

their everyday lives were also reorganized. In the course of -his strugele, 
our people voluntarily fought under the banner of the party. his is | ometrirg 
very precious, something not found everywhere! 


#e have a corps of middle level, college level and post-graduate sclentirl 

and technical cadres and millions of technical workers. It is regre*teb.e 

that our technical workers have not received very good training; however, 

we will rapidly correct this shortcoming because our workers and workir, 

farmers possess an eagerness to work. If we reorganize them better oc 

heighten their cpirit of collective ownership, instead of only 4 omal) percer age 
of the work force, millions of workers will participate in the sovenent to make 
inventions and innovations. We are carrying out the sclientiiic-tect nological 
revolution and must research the Vietnamese man as a production force. in tact, 
man is the principal and priceless production force, the source of aii of 
society's material and spiritual wealth. We are persons who have become mu ers, 
persons “ho use each consumer item to live, eat, dwell, travel, educrie 
ourselves and ergage in cultural activities; however, we are also a production 
force. hus, we must correctly evaluate the position am role of ‘he Vietsavese 
worker in the sclentific-technological revolution. Is this a matter pertaining 
to the social sciences or the natural sciences? Engels once said tnat the 
natural sclences encompats man to the extent that man has become an obJect 

of the natural cclences. 


Fourthly, our country lies in the tropical zone and has rich and diverse 
natural resources. We often say that our country is rich and beautiful. <his 
is true. One comrade stated that our country has many types of natural 
resources, such ac anthracite coal, iron ore and so forth, Wt does not have 
very large reserves. che report on geological projects showed me that we 
absolutely must intensify the exploration for natural resources and quickly 
reach relatively accurate conclusions. Only a small portion of the wealtn 
beneath our country has been discovered. However, I am sure that Vie‘nas 

has more natural resources than a number of other countries, such as Japan. 

In term of population, our country ranks third among the socialist countries. 
with regard to natural resources, ours is one of the countries in the socialist 
camp that has many matural resources. Our coastline stretches for 3,260 
kilometers. As one comrade said yesterday, our continental shelf is very 
large and we are tru.y blessed by nature to have such a continental shell. 

in many countries, the ocean is 1,000 meters deep only several alles offshore; 
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such is mot the case in our country. Here, auch farther offshore, the uater 
is only 100 or 200 meters deep. And, our continental shelf, our offshore 
waters hold very abundant reserves of marine produc*s. I think that in the 
future we will not omly be talking about fishing, but also about the ocean 
industry, because there are anima] life, plant life and, of course, ainerals 
in our ocean waters. The ocean waters of Vietnam are very rich. Our lowland 
areas, although not large, are clearly very fertile. Our forests are smulti- 
canopy tropical forests. he report on forestry stated that auch of the 
forests have been destroyed. We must replant the forests, absolutely must 
replant the forests, because it sould be extremely dangerous to fail to do so. 
Generally speaking, are areas in the tropical zones richer than areas in 
temperate zones or vice versa? This is a matter that must be ciscussed at 
greater length. Jowever, from the point of view of the development of plant 
and animal life, tropical cone areas have better conditions. These tropical 
zone conditions, although they create complex problems that science and 
technology must resolve, are basically favorable. 











Fifthly, we are carrying out the scientific-technological revolution under 
international conditions that basically afford many advantages. Here, it is 
necessary to clarify two points; 





rirst, politically speaking, the revolutionary forces of the world, including 
the fraternal socialist countries, are ascending while capitalism is descending. 
“he three revolutionary currents are rising while imperialisa is declining, 


is becoming weaker. 


The defeat of the various strategies of the United States, although it had its 
own internal causes, wat also due to a very large degree to external causes. 
Tn its 200 year history, the position of the United States has never been 
lower than it has following the defeat in Vietnam. The economic and political 
situation of the United States is very muci different than it once was. The 
socialist countries are strong and stable. However, within the international 
communist movement, there has been instability in one area or another; 
generally speaking, however, the three revolutionary currents are still rising 
and are on the offensive. 


Jecondly, the scilentific-technological revolution is developing at an 
unprecedented rate in the world and the knowledge of mankind is growing at a 
very frightening rate. Under these circumstances, our scientific-technologi-cal 
revolution will have major advantages in its favor, of which we must avail 
ourselves. We must make full use of the scientific and technological knowleige 
of the world, of the socialist countries and even of the third world countries. 
Seeking the technology of foreign countries is very important. This is in n> 
way contradictory to practicing self-reliance. 
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To meet the objectives of supporting production, supporting everyday ilie and 
supporting the deferse of the nation, the scientific-technologica. revolution 

in our country must also meet export requirements. During the war, we 

fought the United States for a just cause, for the liberation of our country; 
however, we also fought for the common interests of the world revolutionary 
move ent, the interests of the socialist camp and progrs::ive mankinc. VUicer 
the correct and creative revolutionary iine of our pariy, we received \remendous 
and very important psychological and material support ard assistance from the 
iraternal cocialist countries as well as the sympathy 4 support of our ‘ciencs 
throughout the world. This made an important contritution to our great victory. 


In the new stage, our entire rarty and all our people are depioy'ng their 

forces on the front of peacefil construction, of socialist comstruc*ion. 9 
virtually complete the constriction of the mate:ial-technical bases of socialisn 
in the space of the nex: 15 tc 20 years, we musi display a high spirit of 
seit-reliance; at the same time, we must do everything possible to acquire 
international assistance, to ecquire, to import the most mocern. However, 
international relations are, fpeneraiiy speaking, reciprocal. A* present, in 
Contrast to the war years, ~*o import anything we must have foreig: cu-rency; 
therefore, we must increase our exports immediately. ‘“o our country a= nis tilae, 
exports are a strategic matter. 


ac can export agricultural preducts, such as rice, coconuts, tomatoes, pineapple. 
and bananas, industrial raw. miterials, such as rubber and petroleum, and 

various types of artware. se can also “export” labor through the contract 
production oi consumer goods, such as shirts, trousers, choes, sendais and suv 
forth. 


ac must make every effort to accelerate the exploration for petroleum and 
evertvualiy begin producing petro.eum; however, what can we export untii nat 
time? .o satisfy the rising material and cultural needs of the working people, 
we must successfully build an economy of large-scale socialist production, 

wust accelerate socialict industrialization. therefore, we must increase 

our exports. One of the things we can do is export the products meritioned 
atove and then buy technolory with which to carry out industrialization and, 

on ‘his oasis, accelerate incustrialization. Such is the strategic importance 
of exports. his is also a form of self-reliance and a method of working of 
our... 


Thecetore, each ard every scientific and technical cadre must not only have 

a knowledge of science and technology, not only be able to engage in science 
solely for the sake of science, but must also have a firm grasp of the 
revolutionary line of the party, the line on building the socialist economy in 
our country, must underctad ‘he economy and umerstand the life and needs of 
our country's working people. ‘he scientific-technological revolution and 
cclentific and technical work in our country must be closely linked to our 
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economic objective:, must support immediate and long-range economic objectives, 
Support production, support everyday life and support the defense of the 
nation. 


3. The objectives of the sc.entific-technological revolution in our country. 


fhe scientific-technological revolution is a key component of the socialist 
revolution in our country. What are the objectives of this revolution? 


whe specifics of this matter can be discussed in greater detail; however, it 
is clear that the sclentific-technological revolution in our country must 
adhere to the requirements of the basic economic law of socialism of meeting 
the rising material and cultural needs of the working people on the basis 

of a system of neavy machine production equipped with increasingly modern 
technology and on the basis of constantly increasing the strength of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and upholding the right of collective ownersfip 
of the working people. ‘Together with the production relations revolution 
and the ideological and cultural revolution, the scientific-technologicsl 
revolution must make an important contribution in building the new systen, 
building the nex cystem of production, building the new culture and molding 
the new cocialist man. 


‘he sclientific-technological revolution has the task of building the systen 
of large-scale socialist production and gradually improving the material and 
cultural lives of the working people, beginning with making an important 
contribution to completing the tasks and meeting the norms of the 1976-1980 
Five Year Plan, which include the problems of food, clothing, shelter, health 
care, education, transportation and the other pressing problems in the 
material and spiritual lives of the working people. 


The sclentific-technological revolution has the task of virtually completing 
ne construction of the material-technical bases of socialism in our country 
in the space of 15 to 20 years, thereby giving our country a modern industrial- 
agricultural structure. Under this 5-year plan, our efforts are being 
focused on agriculture; however, to develop agriculture, to build the material- 
tecinical bases of agriculture we absolutel’ must develop the industria: 
sectors supporting agriculture. ‘o mechani -e agriculture, we must develop 
the mechanical engineering sector manufactu ing agricultural machines and 
develop the energy sector; the other sector must also be strongly developed. 
Heavy industry must be developed in such a wy as to meet the requirements of 
this 5-year plan wiile preparing for the ne t 5-year plan and beyond it. 


he more than 4,000 year history of our nai on has proven that the law of 
the survival and development of our nation s that building the country aust 
go hand in sand with defending it. cherefo e, the building of the country, 
the building of socialism must be closely 1.nked to protecting the country, 
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protecting socialism. As a result, the scientific-technological revolution 

has the task of meeting the requirements of building a strong anc solid 

national defense system. If we perform this work well, we shall safeguarca 

peace over the long range for our country and for the generation: of the future. 
onversely, if we lose our vigilance, if we are not ready to fight in defense 

of the fatherland, the situation might become complex. Yesterday, Pham Van 

Don; said; the international situation is, generally speaking, favorable 

ami the world revolutionary movement is ascending but the international 
situation is complex in certain areas; therefore, no independent nation today 
cannet fail to concern itself with strengthening its national defense systen. 


Along with the tasks mentioned above, the scientific-technological revolution 
must build its own scientific-technological potential, strengthen tne sclentific- 
technological potential among the working people, build a corps of scientific 
and technical cadres and build scientific and technological organization 
equipped with the necessary equipment in order to create increasimly strong 
scientific and technological capabilities and meet the requirement: of our 
pressing immediate tasks while preparing the conditions for development in 
subsequent ctages. 


In summary, the objectives of the scientific-technological revolution in our 
country are supporting production, supporting everyday life, supporting the 
national defense system and building a modern system of Vietnamese sclence 
and technology that has an efficient structure. 


4, The specifics involved ir the sclentific-technological revolution. 


‘he resolution of the 24th Party Plenum set forth the general line of the 
~oclalint revolution in our country as simultaneously carrying out the three 
revolutions, the key one being the scientific-technological revolu.ion. We 
completely agree «ith the resolution of the Jentral Jommittee and ‘he report 
delivered by Le Duan at the first session of the 6th National Assenbly. We 
must ectablich the fundamental purpose of the scilentific-technological 
revolution as thoroughly changing all of our country's present proltuction forces. 


‘oday, sclence is playing an increasingly important role in the de elopment of 
production forces and increasingly becoming a direct production fo-ce. We 
cannot separate the technological revolution and the scientific revolution, 
cannot carry out the technological revolution before carrying out -he sclentific- 
technological revolution. In the past, when our party used the term “the 
technological revolution” it in no way meant to separate it from science. Even 
in the resolution of the ird Party Congress scientific and technical work 

were mentioned; and, in 1967, party Secretariat resolution 157 NQ-TU emphasized 
the need to intensify scientific and technical work. 


In the new cituation with its new tasks, we must carry out the sci mtific- 
technological revolution in accordance with the best possible line with our 
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unique line, one conm:istent with the conditions of our country, the needs of 
our people amd the most modern scientific knowledge. Even in the past, 
although we did not use the concept “scientific-technological revolution,” we 
did : tate our intention of following the best possible, unique line, one 
consistent with the conditions of our country; that is, we must not follow 
the line of completing mechanization before advancing to automation, the 
application of chemistry and so forth. We must not think in thic manner. 
Technology can never be separated from science. Because, science is a 
revolutionary force stimulating the advance of history, as Marx frequently said. 
However, in some specific areas, more importance might have to be attached 

to technology while, in other areas, more attention might have to be given to 
science. We must examine each specific matter, each specific field. 





se must develop creative forms and methods on the basis of the general line 

of the socialist revolution in our country, on the basis of the line for 
building the socialist economy, on the basis of the specifics of the scientific- 
technological revolution in our country and through everyday practice in 

order to meet the objectives of the scientific-technological revolution in our 
country. The forms and methods for carrying out the sclentific-technological 
revolution are varied. “he dictatorship of the proletariat is a necessity in 
the period of trancition from capitalism to socialism but the ipecific form 
that the state might take are many. Revolution is creation; nothing can be 
created without revolution. Lenin said that once mobilized, the masses are 
more creative than an outstanding revolutionary. Therefore, we must discuss 
and find the best methods for each specific field, each specific job. At some 
places, it might be necessary to coordinate science ami technology; however, 

at other places, importance might have to be attached to technolog’, to science 
or to coordinating the natural sciences with the social sciences. This spirit 
war also reflected in the draft of the report by the State Science and 
Technology -omaission. 


Adopting a line is not an easy matter. And, once we have established the 
orrec. otJjectives and firmly grasped all special characteristics and the 
major guidelines, it is necessary to apply this line in practice 1: order to 
perfect it. Le Duan has frequently cited the following example concerning the 
birth of the thinking of scientific socialism of Marx and Engels. In 1648, 
Marx and Engels completed writing the “Communist Manifesto"; howewr, it was 
not until nearly two decades later that Book I of “lapital” was pulliched. 
hesefore, our understanding of the laws of the development of society as 

well as the laws of warfare cannot be perfectly clear from the ver) outset. 


You are intelligent, but do not be overly conservative, do not cut yourselves 
off from being creative. we are now engaged in the sclentific-technological 
revolution, this is a resolution of the party. ‘che three revolutions must be 
Closely coordinated. Science and technology must be clesely linked to man 
because technology is created by man, because man ures technology to serve his 
interests. ‘hi. is also the organic relationship between man and technology, 
between the natural sciences and the social sciences. 
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In pust years, we only talked about the technological revolution, only stressec 
technology; this does not mean that we fail to perform scientific sork or 
examine the fields in which sclence can directly participate in production. 
lieve, we do nol have time for a deep analy-i: of the matter. The revolution 
i. creation. ‘ruth is concrete. A specific solution must be found for every 
problem. For example, whether raising the labor productivity of a productior 
unit is a matter for science or technology will be discussed by ur at some liter 
date; firrt, let us find specific ways to accomplish this objective. 1! 
necessary, the matter can be debated later; however, even this debate must 
have the objective of reaching a practical solution to the problem. We murt 
avoid debate which is for academic purposes only. 


ow, Our party has set forth guidelines for the scientific-technological 
revolution but has not been able-to truly detail the various stages of 
development. ihe major stages can be established, but the specific stages, 
the specific forms and methods can only be perfected through practice, tnrou,h 
the creative activities of the macses, including the corps of scientific an 
technical cadres. 


Le Dian ha. stated tne specifics involved in the scientific-technologi-ai 
revolution in our country as; advancing from small-scale, decentralized 
technelogy employing primarily manual techniques and an underdeveloped division 
of labor directly to large-scale, modern socialist production characterized 

by mechanization, automation, electrification and the application of chenuis.y, 
to a system of highly centralized, specialized, federated and cooperativized 
production; reorg.*nizing labor on a large scale; applying the achievenenis oi 
advanced science and technology; and developing and efficiently utilizing ‘ne 
labor and natural resources of our country. 


“hus, che scientific-technological revolution is designed to thoroughly chane 
tne production forces of our society. This change is evident primarily in the 
chauge in Llmtruments of production, with attention given first to work tool: 
followed by energy, supplies and the other objectives of labor, especially land. 
Procuction forces do not only consist of instruments of production, they alsc 
voncist of the worker. ‘the worker is the master in this revolution, the 
principal production force, in order to transform society, transform nature 
and also change himself in the process of the advance of the revolution. h« 
oclentific-technological revolution also includes reorganizing production unr 
managing the social economy, even though these are also matters related to tie 
production relations revolution. 


with regard to work tools, countries that have che bases of machine producticn 
ucually acopt the most modern guideline when carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution, that is, advancing from partial automation to total 
suitomation. In our country, the situation is different; we must first achieve 
total mechanization and then take positive steps to achieve partia) automation 
in the next 15 to 20 years. However, our method is to coordinate : odern 
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Lecnnology with actively and gradually improving existing rudimentary technology 
and applying semi-modern or modern technology in important jobs. ‘his provides. 
us: with variety. 


I do not want to make many comparisons between production and fighting the 
enemy because each field ha: different laws; however, these two fields do 

have their similarities. If, when fighting the enemy, we wait until we receive 
modern weapons before fighting, we will never be able to fight. At present, 

we need the most modern work tools, need mechanization and rapid automation; 
however, should we not give our attention to hand tools and improve those 

that are important? Of course, producing an ample supply of hand tovis and 
improving tools are very important. Because, this is a matter related to 
making full use of our abundant labor, 6&0 to 90 percent of which is now manuel 
labor. One of our shortcomings has been our failure to take bold steps to 

or create the conditions needed to rapidly introduce modern technology and 
eclentific advancements in production, as a result of which labor productivi y 
is still very low. On the other hand, one of the shortcomings of many sectors 
has been a failure to attach full importance to hand tools and to making 
improvements to nand tools. his is true in construction as well as agricul ure; 
if we improve a tool, productivity will increase immediately. In summary, w 
must improve the rudimentary, utilize the semi-modern and immediately begin 
using the modern; only by takirg these steps, only by means of this type of 
coordination can we move forward, can we raise social labor productivity, ca. 
we increase the social product. 


Energy is in very tight supply in the world as well as in our country. 70 
arry out the sclentific-technological revolution, we must find every way to 
accelerate the electrification of the country, must develop thermo and hydro 
electric power production, with particular importance attached to hydro-elec ric 
power, while not hesitating to research and gradually make use of new forms 

ol ene.gy, Such as atomic energy ami solar energy. <A number of countries hae 
resolved «he problem of using the solar energy available during the dry seasn; 
they are returning to sources of energy that exist in nature. We must begin 
researching this matter. At present, because our thinking is incomplete, 
atomic energy is considered to be something far above our heads; however, th: 
time will come when we will have to produce atomic energy. The trend of 
development in the world is for atomic power to account for 50 percent of th: 
electricity uwed in the not too distant future and as much as 70 to 80 

percent of the total power used at some point in the future. In the product on 
of hydro-electric power, we must have small, medium and large-scale power pl nts 
because if we walt for the Da River to be dammed, we will be witha t hydro- 
electric power for 5 years. This dam is very large, but it does not exist nw, 
will mot exist for the next 5 years. However, we should immediate. y begin t» 
build hydro-electric power plants of whatever size we are able to iwild. In 
combat, time is a force, time ic victory. In economic work, the sime holds 
true: time is a force, time in wealth. As Marx said, under socialism savin, 
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time ic che first economic law and will become a higher law. ‘his is of 
particular significance to our country at this time. Yesterday, Hoang Van Snai 
sald; when re-examining our capabilities, we have found that some projects 
first thought to require 3 years to build can be constructed in 1.5 years and, 
but when tightly organized troops are sent in, it can be constructed in only 

6 months! Thus, time is a force, time is wealth! 


As regards the objective of labor, we must first talk about builcirg materials 
and raw materials. At present, the terms traditional building aatcrials and 
new building materials are being used. However, with some buildin sateriais, 
such as bricks, it is difficult to differentiate the traditional from the new. 
If anyone finds a method to make unbaked bricks at low costs, 4 method tha 

can be widely used, he will have to be a PH.D. or doctoral candidate in science 
because, at present, xe have the soil needed to make bricks but iack fuel. 
Farmers cannot build houses because they have no bricks. We lack trick: not 
because we lack the necessary coil, but because we lack coal. we nust find 
building materials that allow us to build two or three-story structure: without 
using much iron or cement or we can build structures with mussel siell roots, 
for example. If someone develops such a method of construction, [ sould agree 
tnat he be asnarded a doctoral candidates degree(of course, with tne consent of 
the Louncil of Selence). “his doctoral candidate would be a very worthy person. 


ahen talaing about the objectives of labor, mention must be made o' arable land. 
In agricultural production, ari.ble iand i; of utmost importance. he role of 
land in agriculture is recognised by everyone. However, land does not only 
exi.t within agriculture, wherever labor is performed it must -e cirried out o: 
a plece of land! In broac terms, land includes the natural resourves in \he 
bowels of the earth, in the cei., on the continental shelf, comeguentiy, in 
Vietnam land is a strength of curs. Nature has blessed us by giviy us a 
fertile plece of lam, riches ying underground and a tropical climate which, 
altnougn i* poses certain diff.culties, is basically a favorable c inmate. 
heretfore, oclence and technol gy must have an impact upon the lax. We mus. 
know the land vetter. In the .mmediate future, baric investigations are a 
pressing and very urgent need. We must have a full understanding of our 
country's land, must love this land, must use it in a reasonable munner and 
must care for it in a way that makes it richer. 


In cummary, a5 regards the ins ruments of production, tools, energy and the 
objectives of labor must be moternized but on a selective basis; a the same 
time, we mu:t make full use of the semi-modern and improve that which is 
rudimentary, sith full importance attached to those things that will enable is 

to develop our existing labor capabilities as rapidly, strongly and much as 
possible. «at some worksites, conctruction workers in a certain trade chould have 
five or six differen’. toolu, but they now only have one or at the most three 
sOoln. Im te past, we used the same hoe for generation after gen ration; 

today, 4 hoe breaks after it nas been used for only one-half year, breaks if 
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too much pressure is put on it. Why is this? We cannot tolerate such a 
Situation! It is the result of product quality that fails to meet standards, 
the result of poor production management on our part. 


At present, reorganizing production is a matter of extreme importance with 

which each of us must be concerned. Is this a matter pertaining to production 
relations or production forces? Inu the opinion of the Political Bureau, it is 

a matter of production relations and, at the same time, a matter of production 
forces, a matter of the scientific-technological revolution. For example, 

the crop in which an area specializes, the area's form of organization, the size 

of state-operated farms, the role played by cooperatives and so forth are 

questions relating to production relations, the scientific-technological revolution 
and production forces. 





Coordinating smail scale, medium scale and large scale is our method of 
operation. On what basis do we talk about coordinating small scale, medium 
scale and large scale? It is on the basis of economic objectives, working 
conditions, natural resources and production requirements that we select which 
scale ie most efficient. I want to state that small scale is not necessarily 
synonomous with not being modern, small scale does not necessarily mean low 
productivity. The production of art-vare, for example, must be done on a small 
scale but the productivity is very high as is the export value of these products. 
Some small-scale production installations produce very good products that meet 
very modern technical requirements. There are medium-scale and semi-modern 
installations as well as large-scale installations whose production tools are 
rudimentary compared to a few modern aspects of their operations and there are 
also large-scale, very modern production installations. We must coordinate each 
scale in order to gradually advance our country’s production to modern, largr- 
scale, socialist production. 


fhere is another point, namely, the need to improve and build the system of 
socialist economic management to suit our economy as best possible. Here, 

the management of the social ecomomy involves building a system of management 
for the social economy on a nationwide scale, within each sector and joint 
sector and for each province, district, territory and produc’ion installation. 
Do our scientific and technical cadres know that our state management systen 
at this time in the locality is based on the district as the economic manage- 
ment unit? They absolutely must know this because this is a matter pertaining 
to the science of management, ‘to the social sciences, the natural sciences ard 
the technical sciences. 


Through the few examples preserted above, I have set forth the objectives and 
contents of the scientific-technological revolution. Under such guidelines, 

we can guide our working people, our management organizations and our scientific- 
technical cadres in accelerati:g their work in a variety of ways and forms. 


The other day, I explained to jou why I do not want to use the term “intermediate 
technology.” Some opinions ha\e been expressed that the economically under- 
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developed countries absolutely must use intermediate technology aic cannot 
advance immediately to modernization, cammot advance immediately to mocer:. 
technology. Such is not the case! The term “intermediate” does not reflect 
the revolutionary-offensive spirit we wish to display. We are able to 
utilize every form and level of technology; and, we are fully capable of 
advancing to most modern of guidelines and the largest of scales, beginning in 
the areas of primary importance. 


The problem is that we must efficiently coordinate small-scale, medium sca .e 
and large scale, coordinate the rudimentary, the improved and th: modern, 
organize stages of development and establish methods of working in a way tha 

is profitable. The comrades at the Ministry of Building have said that cemet 
will soon become a very urgent matter. In our coviitry, there are many ma ler .ais 
that can be used to make cement yet cement is in ery short supply; can we not 
make cement in plants thai only have a capacity of several tens of thousands of 
tons? We must! This will result in high production costs but it is better 

to have cement than to wait for it. This is a problem for which we must dev-lop 
suitable plans and suitable scale operations, be it small or mediw scale, 

for which we must find the best solution, the one scientists call the optimus 
solution. This is the problem that faces you who are engaged in scientific 

and technical work. Only in such a spirit, only by taking such appropricte 
steps can we develop the entire force of more than 20 million workers. I: we 
talk about the modern simply for the purpose of waiting until we heve the 
modern before we take action, problems cannot be resolved. 


5. A few thoughts about the steps and measures for organizing implementation. 


The scientific-technological revolution is a great and difficult ur crtaking. 

fo carry out this revolution, we must utilize every avajiable strergth of our 
country, the superior socialist system and the brave, intelligent end creative 
Vietnamese; the strength of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the right 
of collective ownership of the working people; the combined strength of the 
three revolutions; the combined strength of each scientific and technical force; 
the combination of basic research with ayplied research and develoj;mental 
research; the combination o: the modern with the semi-modern and the rudimentary; 
the combination of large scale with medium scale and small scale; the 
combination of the immediate future and the long-range future; the combination 
of the strength of the central level with the strength of the localities 

and installations; the combination of the strength of the sectors with the 
strength of the territory; and the combination of domestic strengti: with 
strength acquired overseas. This is what combined strength is. 


We must make the fullest possible use of the capabilities afforded us by 
international cooperation. If we wish to construct a large-scale nachine 
industry, wish to manufacture precision machines, wish to achieve «utomation 
and the application of chemistry and so forth, we must establish good inter- 
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mational relations. However, to establish good international relations, we 
ourselves must have forces, must have potential. 


The basic sciences are extremely important. Our scientists absolutely must 
look about 20 to 25 years into the future, aust look forward to at least the 
year 2000. At present, the population of the world is roughly 4 billion; 

soon, it might be as high as 6 or 7 billion. The grain problem will be a 
difficult one; there are some opinions that we will not have enough to eat, but 
others say that we will. Then, there is the energy problem, the raw materials 
problem and the problem of the environment. As a result, to tuild a good systen 
of sclence in our country, we absolutely must be farsighted, must realize the 
basic problems that exi.t, otherwise we will encounter difficulties. Ina 
country such as ours, a country that will soon have a population of 60 million 
to 80 million, without the immediate adoption of a correct scientific 

strategy, no problems can be resolved. 


Allow me to cite an example. At present, in an economically developed country, 
such as the USSR, 20 percent of the labor force is in agriculture; in the 

GDR roughly 6-10 percent is in agriculture and in the United States, roughly 

4% percent. In our country, I am thinking forward to the time when we will have 
about 10 ts 15 percent of our work force engaged in agriculture; if, at that 
time, we have 30 million workers, 10 percent would vce 3 million and 15 percent 
would be 4.5 million persons. What the remainder of the work force will be 
doing, how the labor force will be broken down among the various trades and 
occupations, how labor will be deployed in the various areas, what the cities 
and countryside will look like and what the life of the people in each region 
of our country will be like at that time, these are things with which we must 
concern ourselves now. We must concern ourselves with how the mountainous 
forests will be developed, how people will eat and live in the hilly and 
mountainous areas, how afforestation will be carried out, how we should use 
our coastline, rivers and streams and so forth. These are the kinds of things 
we must be thinking about; we must extend and broaden our vision. 


In the not too distant future, we will have a population of 60 million and a 
lator force of 30 million, 6 million of whom will be engaged in agriculture. 
Thus, we must begin thinking now atout how to deploy this labor. We have 
adopted the policy of sending persons to new economic zones. However, we nuit 
perform this work in a planned and organized manner. This is a matte7 of 
extreme importance. Therefore, coordinating the immediate and the log range 
is also extremely important, is also related to tasic research, applied 
research and developmental research. 


There is also the problem of raw materials ami building materials; which ras 
materials will become exhausted, which tuilding materials can be recycled ani 
how should the building material and raw material problems be reso) ved? 
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As regards the various scientific sectors, each sector views itseli as belrg 
the most important. Jonsidering the extent of ay Anowlecge, it would be 
difficult for me to state which is most important. Owilously, physics is 
important, chemistry is also important and biology is surely izportant. 





Our sclence gust move in modern directions by means of domestic strengin and 
the strength of the knowledge of the worlc. We must use the scientific 
achievements of the world to resolve the practical problems we tace. We must 
establish the relationship among science, technology and production in « 
dialectical manner. In some fields of science, virtually no complex technology 
is needed whatsoever in order to advance directly to production; however, © 
many fields of science it is absolutely necessary to employ rather comp.ex 
technology before going into production. Which scientific sectors should be 
selected and which types of research (basic, applied or developmental) should 
be given priority are matters that must be discussed. We will hole symposium 
to answer these questions. 


Now, I would like to discuss another point, namely, to carry out the scientific- 
technological revolution, scientific and technocal forces are needed. shich 
forces .re these? The scientific-technological revolution will thoroughly 
change the production forces of Vietnamese society and change our country 

from one of small-scale production to one of large-scale socialist production 
marked by increasingly high labor productivity, thereby creating an increasingly 
abundant social product. This undertaking must be the undertaking of the nore 
than 20 million workers, the persons who directly participate in work and 
production, and their main force army, the term used by both Pham Van Dorg 

and I, the corps of scientific and technical cadres. To carry out the 
sclentific-technological revolution, we must utilise the entirety of this 

force. The more than 20 million direct production workers, including the force 
of technical workers and the force of progressive farmers, are devoting their 
energies on an hourly and daily basis to building socialism--this is an 
extremely large, extremely great force. We must concern ourselves with heightening 
the sense of socialist awareness and the work skills and methods of these 
workers and with creating good working conditions for then. 


we also have more than 10 alllion students, the workers of the future, who will 
become persons directly engaged in scientific and technical work; today, this 
force can participate in many scientific and technical activities as well as in 
the production of material wealth for society. We cannot give light attention 

to this force. We must look after this force. I think that this is one of the 
elements of educational reform. We must put the knowledge of science and 
technology into education, with attention to everything from the toys of children 
at child care centers and kindergartens to the programs, specifics and methods 
of instruction at general schools and colleges. 


Only by taking such @ comprehensive view can we see the entirety of our 
scientific and technical forces. The institutes of scientific research will 
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soon be strengthened, and tney absolutely gust be strengthened, strengtheneé 
in term: of personne] and cgulpment. In a number of institutes, work is still 
decentralized; in many institutes, good working conditions do mot exist; ad 
some “principal” institutes are the weakest. As the resolution of the party 
pointed out, the colleges must have the task of instructizg students; at the 
same time, however, they must have the task of conducting research, =u 

have research facilities. 


The corps of scientific and technical cadres encompasses many sectors and many 
different types of cadres; generally speaking, however, we gust have a corps 
comsisting of persons who possess knowledge of science and technology and 

are revolutionary fighters on the scientific and technical front. We attach 
importance to and utilize the intelligence of specialists, including foreign 
specialists; however, our specia).ists gust have the guideline of beconing 
revolutionary fighters. We must strengtsen the corps of scientific amd technical 
management cadres so that they are well versed in science and technology, 
understand the economy and so forth. We gust provide research facilities with 
additional technical equipment. 


Within the direct work force, it is necessary to launch a movement to make 
inventions, make innovations, make technological improvements and ratioralize 
production. [his is an important, very important matter. At present, among 
our workers, the percentage of skilled technical workers is low, the scientific 
and technical qualifications of workers are not high and their level of 
education is not uniform. The movement to make inventions, innovations and 
technological improvements is still narrow and underdeveloped among workers. 
Therefore, we must do what we can to raise the level of education of the working 
people, with importance attached to training the new Vietnamese worker, the 
coilective master, the socialist patriot who is educated and possesses knowledge 
of science and technology and is a socialist worker. We must launch 4 mass 
movement among workers, youths and the army to become involved in sclence and 
technology; at the same tine, we must concern ourselves with training the 

corps of scientific and technical caires and technical workers, a corps that 

is well balanced, well coordimted and of high quality. 


Il feel that we absolutely must intensify the training of cadres on the 
post-graduate level in our country very much while training cadres overseas. 

We must attach full importance to domestic training. Today, due to the 

small amount of time available, we cannot discuss this subject at great length. 
However, we must realize that post-graduate training overseas is very necessary 
in order to learn knowledge that cannot be obtained at home; therefore, it is 
necessary to send students overseas to study. But, with the level of sclence 
am technology in our country at this time, we can and must boldly carry out 
post-graduate cadre training at bome. We aust select subject matter presented 
by agriculture, by light industry, by heavy industry, by the realities of life 
and so forth, such as researching how to eat truly scientific meals, researching 
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duckweed, researching the domestic manufacture of fertilizer am researciing 
more general subjects, such as matters related to tropicai science anc 
technology. As a result, the doctoral candidates or doctors trainec in tnese 
subjects would mot have to be "Vietnamized,” would not have to be “tropicciizec.” 
We must be determined to begin the training of scientific and tecanical cacres 
on all levels, including the post-graduate level, at home and rut: evaluate 
this corps on the basis of the value of the scientific projects contribu'ed by 
then to our country’s production and life. We must correctly evaluate those 
emineers who have been working for many years in the various sectors. ‘sork 
methods can be researched in detail and researched correctly; towever, .t | 
necessary to comprehensively evaluate and fully weigh the various sub lective 
and objective factors. 


It is scessary to establish the capabilities ami qualification’, necverary to 
comuct a “basic investigation” of our existing scientific and tecnmnical acre 
and deploy, in a very suitable manner, the force of scientific and tecnn 

cadres so that each person is assigned the right job and perform 1: wel.. 
Everyone must realize that he sust provide the best possible suppor! mo aatier 
where he is assigned; he can present his aspirations to the upper ieve. ume ity 
upper level must give its attention to the aspiratiors of persons engierd io 
sclentific and technical work. Assigning a person sho has spent .5 years 
studying and has learned one sector to another sector is something So one shoul. 
do. Our country is poor and actions such as this are very wasteful. . Dwtid.e, 
someone should calculate how much waste has been caused in wiis mane | 

have heard, although I do not know whwther the statement is true or not, thal 

& comrade who studied physics overseas has not been assiguec to profes.iona. 
physical culture and sports. I know one engineer who studied we.cirg out, a0 

a result of not being prope .y utilized for many yearr, 15 now working at 
another job. There are also many problems that must be resolved pertaining 

to remuneration, working conditions and other policies. we will rake an 

eifort to gradually resolve these problems as permitted by the condition ws am 
capabllities of our country, which still faces many economic difficullies 


Following several days of work, we unanimously agree ‘hat this conference nas 
been an initial major success. It is an initial success in that it as 

given our sclentific and technic.] cadres the desire to becom revolutionary 
fighters of the party on the front of the sclentific-technolog.cal revolution 
wd in the sense that science and technology must support production, suport 
the life of the working people, support the nationai defense syster, support 
the interests of the fatherland, of our beloved Vietnam so that everyone 
realizes that he must possess a high spirit of collective ownership, must 
possess socialist patriotism, the spirit of unity, enthusiasa for work and the 
spirit of socialist cooperation. 


O: the three revolutions, the sclentific-technological revolution is the rey. 
Therefore, we must realize that carrying out the sclentific-technological 
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well will have a major impact upon the undertaking of our country. We are 
carrying out the sclentific-technological revolution not under the conditions 
of the USSR which is bullding the material-technical bases of communisa and 
has very large scientific and technological potential. Nor do we have the 
conditions that exist in the United States. We are carrying out the scientific- 
technological revolution under the conditions that exist in our country, 
carrying it out with the superior socialist system, the brave, intelligent ani 
creative Vietnamese, our rich land and natural resources, carrying it out under 
the conditions of the 20th Century in which there are two socio-economic 
Systems, socialism, which is ascending, axd capitalisa, which is descending, 
and the sclentific-technological revolution is developing on an unprecedented 
scale and at an unprecedented rate. However, our starting point is very low 
in terms of our economic base as well as our scientific-technical base. WNever- 
theless, we must accelerate the sclentific-techrological revolution in order 
to meet, as best possible, the requirements of the socialist revolution and 
socialist construction in our country and ‘n order to build a modern system of 
Vietnamese science and technology, one that has extremely large scientific- 
technical potential and encompasses vast mass forces, the nucleus of whom are 
scientific and technical soldiers who are brave, creative ami so forth. In 
this way the contents and stages of development of the scientific-technological 
revolution in our country will be suited to our specific conditions; we will 
move forward with revolutionary-offensive thinking and a treme~dous combined 


strength. 





In the immediate future, we must focus the use of our forces on laplementing 
the 1976-1960 Five Year Pian well so that agriculture, grain production, 
machine production and so forth develop well. We will not accomplish a thing 
if grain production is not carried out well during these 5 years! And, tw 
produce grain well, we must build good water conservancy projects, carry out 
mechanization and utilize chemistry in grain production, with the construction 
of water conservancy projects being the factor of u/most importance. We must 
bulld light industry, the machine industry, the energy industry, the metallurgy 
industry and so forth. Does it not make you feel sad that a country such as 
this is not producing 1 million tons of iron and steel per year? 


I have read a book by a western strategist that deals with everything from 
population, size of the country, arable land, energy per c«pita and national 
income per capita to the potentials and strengths for implementing strategic 
plans; the author rates these various areas from 1 to 5 in order to present 
a total figure. According to the author's viewpoint, Vietnam, in term of 
territory and population, adds up to 1; in terms of energy and incone per 
capita, Vietnam is rated 0 because, according to the method of calculation 
used in this book, national income must equal at least 200 dollars or more to 
receive a i. Thus, according to this “strategist,” Vietnam is not even on 
the world map in term of energy and income per capita! Should we feel bad 
atout this? Or should we be satisfied with this situation? Can we do better? 
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Havirg experienced the chame of losing the country, we urose and lougn*. to 
rewin the indeperence of our country; however, do we mot feel bad that our 
people are poor and live a life of deprivation? Therefore, eadh of us must 
think night and day about how to make the people prosperous anc the country 
strong, how to win the total victory of socialism, how to achieve success. 

In the past, when we had lost the country, each of us thought nignt and day, 
thought to the point of desperatian, about charging forth to fight anc wi. back 
the country. Now, we absolutely must make our beloved Vietnam « prosperous and 
strong socialist country. In fact, I wan’ to emphasize once again thai you 
must feel sorrow over the poverty and backwardness of our country, sorrow over 
the low standard of living of our people. fhe heroic cowutry of Vietnam aust 
be a prospercus and strong socialist Vietnam, a Vietnam that possesses a modern 
industrial-agricultura, economy, a strong national deferse system and a 
progressive culture, science and technology. We must endeavor to successfully 
complete this extremely large undertaking in the space of 15 to 20 years. 


We must begin working immediately. Until we are able to arsemble our forces 

by means of tight and perfect organization, we can assemble and organize our 
forces by tasks and agencies can come forward and assemb:e forces to reseerch 
basic subjects and perform basic investigations. I hope that all of you, in 
the spirit of soldiers of the party on the front of the scientific-technological 
revolution, achieve greater determination and unity, reorganize yourse “er more 
tightly, are determined to assemble forces at key positions and in venguaids, 
work in a creative, revolutionary, scientific, faithfuland united manner, be 
Steadfast am bold, discover new horizons and always try to reach the pinnacies 
of the modern science of our country and the world. 


I wish to convey the regards of the party and governme:: <o alli scientific 

and technical cadres and technical workers throughout the country, to all 
overseas Vietnamese engaged in scientific and technical work. May you al] move 
enthusiastically forward and make worthy contributions to the scientific- 
technological revolution, to the socialist revolution and socialist construction. 
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